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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript presents important long term experimental data on the impact of continuous fertilizer and manure application on soil physical health and rice productivity. The study contributes significantly to sustainable agriculture by showing that integrated nutrient management (INM) improve or enhance soil structure, infiltration, and yield stability compared to sole reliance on inorganic fertilizers. These findings are essential for researchers, policymakers, and farmers working on sustainable intensification of rice-based systems, particularly in South Asia, where soil degradation is a major issues or concern.
This manuscript explores/addresses a critical issue of soil health decline under intensive rice wheat cropping systems. By evaluating soil physical properties over a long-term field trial, it provides robust evidence for the benefits of combining organic and inorganic nutrient sources. Such results are essential for promoting sustainable nutrient management strategies that balance productivity with environmental protection. The findings will help in guiding future soil fertility policies and improving farm-level practices for resilience in intensive rice systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear and reflects the content of the study. A minor improvement could be:

Long-Term Influence of Fertilizer and Manure Application on Soil Physical Health and Rice Productivity
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is detailed and covers key findings. However:

· It should be shortened to focus on the novelty and most important results.

· Avoid excessive numerical detail (these are better placed in the tables).

· Revise grammatical errors (e.g., findings shows -- “findings show”).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the experiment is scientifically sound with a robust design (RBD, replications, long-term trial). Methods are standard and appropriate. Results are supported by data and discussed with reference to literature. Some interpretations could be more critical; for example, explaining the risks of excessive fertilizer use (150% RDF) despite yield gains.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most references are relevant, though some are from less-established journals (e.g., Pharma Innovation). Authors should verify credibility and formatting. Adding more references from international soil/agronomy journals (e.g., Soil & Tillage Research, Field Crops Research, Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment) would strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable but requires moderate language editing for grammar, conciseness, and flow. Sentences are often long and repetitive. Units should be standardized (e.g., cm hr⁻¹ consistently).
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Include figures (bar/line graphs) for yield and soil properties alongside tables to improve readability.

· Discuss wider/broader applicability of findings beyond India.

· Clarify why the dataset (2013 sampling) is being reported in 2025 and whether additional monitoring has been done since then.
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Abu Feyisa Dejenu, Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute, Ethiopian

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

