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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical issue in plant physiology and environmental stress biology by examining the effect of heavy metal stress on seed germination and relative water content in tomato genotypes. Since tomatoes are an economically important crop worldwide, understanding their response to heavy metal stress is essential for improving tolerance, maintaining productivity, and ensuring food security in contaminated soils.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The given title clearly conveys the main focus of the study. No Need to Change.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Here are my suggestions for improving the abstract:

Strengths

i. The abstract is clear, concise, and data-driven.

ii. It provides specific results (percentages for germination and RWC), which strengthen its impact.

iii. The comparison of tolerant vs. sensitive genotypes is well-highlighted, giving the reader a practical takeaway.

Areas for Improvement

1. Background/Context Missing
i. The abstract dives directly into the experiment but lacks a brief introduction to why heavy metal stress, especially lead, is important to study in tomatoes.

ii. Adding one or two sentences on the significance of heavy metal contamination and its effect on crops would improve comprehensiveness.

2. Objective Statement
i. The aim of the study is implied but not explicitly stated. A clear sentence like “This study aimed to evaluate the effect of lead stress on seed germination and relative water content in tomato genotypes” would strengthen the structure.

3. Methods Detail
i. While stress levels and parameters are mentioned, the experimental design (replications, duration, or conditions like lab/greenhouse) is absent. A brief mention (without going into full methods) would add clarity.

4. Concluding Significance
i. The abstract ends with the tolerant vs. sensitive genotype finding, but it could be stronger if connected to broader implications (e.g., use in breeding programs, phytoremediation potential, or food security relevance).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and accurate. No major revisions are necessary at this time.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No major changes needed
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and overall English quality of the manuscript are appropriate for scholarly communication.
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