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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is of considerable importance to the scientific community as it explores the antifungal potential of Azadirachta indica (neem) and Allium sativum (garlic) extracts against phytopathogenic fungi of watermelon, a major food and economic crop. The study provides standardized in-vitro evidence supporting the role of botanical extracts as sustainable and eco-compatible alternatives to synthetic fungicides. Such findings are highly relevant for advancing integrated disease management, reducing agrochemical dependency, and promoting environmentally safe agricultural practices. Moreover, it contributes region-specific knowledge from Dutse, Jigawa State, Nigeria, thereby strengthening the global discourse on plant-derived bio-fungicides for crop protection.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Biocontrol Potential of Azadirachta indica and Allium sativum Extracts against Phytopathogens of Watermelon: An In-vitro Study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	1. Add a clear objective sentence – Instead of “This study aimed to…”, frame it as “The objective was to…” (journals prefer direct statements of purpose).
2. Quantitative emphasis – Keep your strongest results numerical (MIC, inhibition zones) but reduce repetition of units to avoid clutter.

3. Precision in results – Instead of “Both extracts showed concentration-dependent inhibition,” specify “Both extracts exhibited significant, concentration-dependent antifungal activity (p < 0.05, where applicable)” if statistical analysis was performed.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Add molecular confirmation of the pathogen (or at least acknowledge it as a limitation).

• Include statistical analysis of inhibition results.

• If possible, compare with a standard fungicide control.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	1.Update with recent reviews and experimental papers (2018–2024):
• Neem and garlic phytochemicals in plant disease management (latest 5 years).

• Biocontrol and eco-friendly alternatives in plant pathology (2020+).

• Molecular identification of watermelon pathogens.

2. Replace weaker sources:

• Reichard (2013, MedicalJane) → replace with a peer-reviewed article on terpenoids.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is suitable for society communication, but it will benefit from light professional editing to:

• Remove repetition.

• Adjust tone from “absolute” to “cautious scientific.”
• Standardize reference formatting.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Strong and relevant to sustainable agriculture.

• Should be reframed from “recommended” → “present promising potential.”
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No major ethical issues. 

But adding a short “Ethical Statement” like above will reassure reviewers and prevent unnecessary delays.
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