
Review Form 3
	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Language, Literature and Culture Studies 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJL2C_143417

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Semiotic Representation in Basic Pupils’ Mathematics Textbooks: A Social Semiotic Analysis

	Type of the Article
	


[bookmark: _Hlk171324449][bookmark: _Hlk170903434]
	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	· This study contributes to the scientific community by analyzing how semiotic representations in primary mathematics textbooks shape pupils’ meaning-making and cognitive development. Using a social semiotic framework, it highlights the critical role of visual and symbolic resources in enhancing engagement and conceptual understanding. The findings provide actionable insights for textbook designers, teacher educators, and curriculum developers, advancing both theory and practice in multimodal mathematics education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	· The title fits the study. You could make it more concise e.g., Social Semiotic Analysis of Semiotic Representations in Primary Mathematics Textbooks.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	· The abstract is well structured. However, you could make it more concise by.
· Avoiding redundancy (such as, “pupils' mathematics textbooks” on the 1st, 5th, 8th, 11th, and 12th lines. Also, you could simplify phrases like “serve as veritable tools for examining mathematical practices and those of teaching and learning Mathematics” to make it meaningful.
· This is completed research; therefore, it could be better if you used past tense (revise APA 7th edition) when describing methods and results. For instance, on the 4th line, the phrase “A descriptive design is adopted to” could be written as “A descriptive design was adopted.”
· Kindly, could you also revise the APA 7th edition on formatting numbers and titles. For instance, on 6th line the phrase “16 images” which is sixteen images (use of numeral for numbers 10 and above). Similarly, book titles on 6th and 7th lines “Mathematics Expert Book for Basic Education 1 and Modular Mathematics for Primary 2,” should be italicized.
· Detailing how the camera was used to collect data may not be necessary unless it was methodically significant.
· The purpose and the findings of the study could be clearly stated concisely to avoid over explaining.
· You could make your significant statement meaningful by stating how your research contributes to theory and practice in one sentence

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Introduction
· The introduction is well structured. Further, you could be interested in improving it further by considering the suggestions below.
· APA 7th edition encourages the use of clear and direct language. You could attain this by avoiding long and repetitive sentences. For instance, on the 1st line, the phrase, “Mathematics, a science dealing with the logic of quantity, shape, and arrangement…” could be shortened to “Mathematics, the study of quantity, shape, and arrangement…”
· Ensure proper italicization and capitalization for book and article titles as observed in the abstract. 
· Ensure all in-text citations match the reference list and are in the correct format according to APA 7th edition.
· Use present tense for established facts and literature review (e.g., “Research shows…”), and past tense for your study focus. Avoid shifting unnecessarily between tenses.
· Concepts like “language and other semiotic systems” and “semiotic resources such as signs and symbols” are repeated often. Condense these to avoid redundancy and improve flow.
· The research gap is buried toward the end. Bring the statement of the problem and purpose (why the study is needed in Awka, Nigeria) closer to the beginning to orient readers quickly.
· Some paragraphs are read like separate literature summaries. Use linking phrases to show relationships (e.g., “Building on this work,” “However, these studies overlook…”) and ensure each paragraph leads logically to the next.
Research Questions
· The research questions are well structured; however, you could make them concise, e.g., 
1) How is meaning constructed in mathematics textbooks for basic pupils?
2) What roles do visual images play in pupils’ mathematics learning at the basic level?
3) How does mathematics learning at the basic level support pupils’ cognitive development?
4) In what ways do images enhance pupils’ imagination and creativity in mathematics learning?
Theoretical Framework
· This section is well structured. However, you could improve it further by.
· Combining several sentences with similar ideas about social semiotics to avoid redundancy. For instance, in the 1st paragraph, you could merge the two sentences on Bezemer & Jewitt, (2009), to improve clarity and flow.
· When quoting directly, include page numbers (e.g., Bezemer & Jewitt, 2009, p. xx). 
· Using double quotation marks for direct quotes and italics for terms being defined.
Methodology
· The section is well drafted; however, you could improve it further by.
· Maintaining consistent past tense and precise language. For example, in 1st paragraph, 1st line, “This study adopts a descriptive research design…” could be changed to ““This study adopted a descriptive research design.” Also, the phrase, “the analysis is done” on the 2nd paragraph, line 4th line could be read “the analysis was conducted.”
· As noted in the abstract and introduction sections, ensure that book titles and citations are correctly formatted. For instance, in 1st paragraph, 5th line, italicize and capitalize book titles properly (e.g., Mathematics Expert Book for Basic Education 1; Modular Mathematics for Primary 2).
· You could also streamline your ideas to avoid redundancy while maintaining clarity. For instance, in the 1st paragraph, 6th line, the phrase, “Pictures/images and texts sourced from the two Mathematics textbooks” and 1st paragraph, 8th line, the phrase “Images used in this study were captured from publicly available textbooks.” 
Data presentation and Analysis
· This section is well structured and detailed. However, you could improve on it by.
· Summarizing visual features and symbolism without overexplaining (e.g., color associations can be described briefly instead of listing each meaning in detail).
· Since the analysis has been conducted, describe the figures in past tense (e.g., “The cover page was divided into two segments…” instead of “is divided”). Keep the tone analytical rather than conversational.
· APA 7th requires figures to be numbered and titled in the text (e.g., Figure 1). Captions should be brief and appear below the figure. Descriptions of figures should be integrated into the narrative rather than as long, separate blocks.
· Use consistent terms for visual elements (e.g., “cover page,” “segment,” “participant”). Italicize book titles (Mathematics Expert Book for Basic Education 1; Modular Mathematics for Basic 2). 
· Break the text into smaller paragraphs and use linking phrases to guide the reader (e.g., “In contrast, Figure 1b shows…”). Avoid abrupt shifts and make sure each paragraph supports the study’s purpose.
· Improve the photo quality to ensure clarity of the pictures especially on pages 9, 10, 13, and 14
Discussion
· The section is well articulated. However, it could be improved further by.
· As noted in the above sections, the study is completed. write in past tense (e.g., “The study attempted to establish…” not “has attempted”; “observations indicated…” not “observation shows”). Maintain an objective voice, avoiding “our analysis” or “we.”
· The findings listed (i–iv) should be parallel and grammatically consistent (Check APA 7th edition formatting of lists). For example:
i) Pupils demonstrated different learning preferences, such as imitation or image-based learning.
ii) Some mathematical concepts, such as telling time and division, were challenging but made it easier with visuals.
· You have repeated many points, such as, visuals aiding cognition. You could combine and streamline them to reduce length while preserving meaning.
· Italicize and capitalize book titles properly (e.g., Mathematics Expert Book for Basic Education 1).
·  Avoid subjective terms like “clarion call”; use neutral, academic language such as “recommendation” or “implication.”
· The implications for teachers and curriculum developers should be presented succinctly, ideally in one or two sentences. For example: These findings have implications for teachers and curriculum developers, including the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC), by highlighting the need for visually inclusive and multimodal materials at the primary level.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The section is well drafted. You could also consider the following suggestions for improving the clarity (APA 7th edition)
· Separate authors with commas and use an ampersand (&) before the last author. For instance, “Anderson, M., Sáenz-Ludlow, A., Zellweger, S. and Cifarelli, V.V. 2003” could read, “Anderson, M., Sáenz-Ludlow, A., Zellweger, S., & Cifarelli, V. V., 2003.” And ensure you include periods after initials.
· Book and journal titles should be italicized; journal articles also need the volume number italicized, with the issue number (e.g., Educational Studies in Mathematics, 61(4), 219–245).  
· Book and journal titles should use sentence case (capitalize only the first word of the title, subtitle, and proper nouns) for APA 7th edition. Journal names retain title case. For example, Reading images: A grammar of visual design
· For journal articles, APA 7th recommends including a DOI if available
· Include edition information in parentheses after the title (e.g., Reading images: A grammar of visual design (3rd ed.)). Omit location for publishers unless necessary.
· Fix quotation marks in titles (remove unnecessary ones, e.g., Makinde & Mgbodi, 2022). Ensure journal abbreviations are consistent, and volume/issue pages formatted correctly (e.g., AJSTME, 9(1), 2971–2623)

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	· The language use in the article is of quality and suitable for scholarly communication
	

	Optional/General comments

	· The manuscript addresses a timely and relevant topic by linking semiotic theory with mathematics education, offering insights that can inform both research and classroom practice.
	



	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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