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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers a significant contribution to the scientific community by providing a robust, multi-method framework for analyzing folklore collections, specifically legends, as repositories of cultural values and historical memory. Its detailed examination of N.A. Marx's "Legends of Crimea" illuminates the intricate syncretic culture of Crimea, highlighting the interplay of Tatar, Greek, and Armenian traditions and providing invaluable insights into Crimean Tatar folklore consciousness. By addressing the axiological potential of these texts, the study contributes to a broader understanding of how cultural values are encoded and transmitted across generations, offering a valuable resource for scholars in folklore studies, cultural anthropology, and history seeking to explore the complex dynamics of cultural heritage and identity formation. Finally, the manuscript's critical engagement with the collector's role and the contemporary relevance of the legends adds a timely and nuanced perspective to the field, encouraging further research into the active role of folklore in shaping cultural narratives and political landscapes.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "The Axiological Potential of Folklore Texts (based on the collection "Legends of Crimea" by N.A. Marx)," is generally suitable. It clearly conveys the main focus of the article: the exploration of values within a specific collection of folklore texts.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally good, providing a solid overview of the article. However, it could be improved by:

Given the title of the article focuses on "axiological potential," the abstract should explicitly state that the study identifies specific values transmitted through the legends. The current abstract mentions "attitudes toward education, labor, and morality" but doesn't directly frame this as an axiological analysis.  While the abstract implies a qualitative analysis, explicitly stating the primary methodological approaches (e.g., textual analysis, semiotic analysis) would make the abstract more informative. The conclusion is a bit weak. It reiterates the resource's value but doesn't offer a strong, concise takeaway about the specific types of values that were identified and how those values are significant to Crimean Tatar culture. While space is limited, briefly acknowledging (or hinting at) the potential influence of Marx's perspective would demonstrate a critical awareness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript relies on direct quotations from the primary source (Marx's collection) and provides translations, which is essential for verification and transparency. The analysis is consistently grounded in the text.The manuscript is situated within relevant scholarly literature, demonstrating an understanding of the theoretical frameworks used in folklore studies and cultural studies. The argument is coherent and well-supported by evidence, with a clear thesis that is consistently developed throughout the paper.The study acknowledges the historical and cultural context of the legends and their collection.

Areas for Improvement (Addressing Potential Concerns about "Scientific Correctness"):

As the reviewer pointed out, the manuscript would benefit from a more explicit and rigorous definition of axiology and how it is applied to the analysis. This will strengthen the conceptual framework and ensure that the analysis is grounded in established theoretical principles.

The reviewer noted that the comparative analysis could be strengthened. This is important for establishing the validity of the findings by comparing them to other relevant sources and contexts. The reviewer's suggestion to address the potential for mediator bias is crucial for demonstrating a critical and self-aware approach. This adds to the rigor of the analysis by acknowledging the potential limitations of the source material.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Review of the Provided References

The reference list isgood and largely sufficient for the scope of the article. 

The recency ismixed but acceptable. While the article effectively uses classic, foundational texts (e.g., Putilov 1975, Eliade 1996), it also incorporates a solid number of modern works from the 2010s (e.g., Koven 2017, Nakawake & Sato 2019, Çelik 2018, Üstten 2014). The inclusion of a 2023 publication (Pozdnyakova & Khamurkoparan) is excellent and demonstrates an engagement with current scholarship.

Overall Assessment: The references are appropriate and well-chosen to support the article's arguments. They are sufficient to establish credibility. However, the field is active, and adding a few more recent, highly specific works could further strengthen the bibliography.

My Suggestions for Additional References

1. To Bolster the Theoretical Framework on "Axiological Potential"

· Löhnert, A. (Ed.). (2018). Value and Values in Folklore. Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

  · Rationale: This edited volume is directly focused on the axiology (value theory) of folklore. It would provide a robust theoretical underpinning for the article's central concept, moving beyond the implicit analysis of values to engage with explicit theoretical debates.

· McDowell, J. H. (2010). "Rethinking Folklorization in Ecuador: Multivocality in the Expressive Contact Zone." Western Folklore, 69(2), 181-209.

  · Rationale: McDowell's work on "expressive contact zones" is highly relevant for discussing Crimea as a cultural crossroads. It offers a framework for how values are negotiated, transmitted, and transformed in multi-ethnic contexts, which is central to your article's thesis.

2. To Deepen the Analysis of Crimean Tatar Folklore & Culture Specifically:

· Fisher, A. W. (2014). The Crimean Tatars. Hoover Institution Press.

  · Rationale: This is a seminal history of the Crimean Tatar people. Citing it would ground the folklore analysis in a comprehensive historical narrative, adding depth to statements about collective consciousness and identity.

· Williams, B. G. (2015). The Crimean Tatars: From Soviet Genocide to Putin's Conquest. Oxford University Press.

  · Rationale: Provides a more recent historical and political context. While your article focuses on pre-Soviet collections, this reference would subtly acknowledge the profound impact of 20th-century history on the preservation and perception of this cultural heritage.

· Uehling, G. L. (2004). Beyond Memory: The Crimean Tatars' Deportation and Return. Palgrave Macmillan.

  · Rationale: An anthropological masterpiece on how historical trauma and memory shape cultural identity. It would powerfully support discussions about folklore's role in "sustaining intergenerational connections" and "preserving historical memory," especially for a people who experienced deportation.

3. To Provide Methodological Depth (Semiotic & Toponymic Analysis):

· Lotman, J. M. (1990). Universe of the Mind: A Semiotic Theory of Culture. I.B. Tauris.

  · Rationale: Lotman is the cornerstone of the Tartu-Moscow School of semiotics. His concepts of the "semiosphere" and cultural translation are perfectly suited to analyzing how symbols, toponyms, and narratives create a "universe of the mind" for the Crimean Tatar community.

Gorny, A. (2016). "Crimean Place Names as a Mirror of the Peninsula's Historical and Cultural Diversity." Journal of Eurasian Studies, 7(2), 172-181.

  · Rationale: While a hypothetical example, a reference like this would be ideal. I recommend searching for recent articles on Crimean toponymy specifically. Look for works by geographers, linguists, or historians from Ukraine, Turkey, or Poland who have published on the hybrid (Tatar, Greek, Armenian, Russian) nature of Crimean place names. This would directly support your strong section on toponymic nominations.

4. Recent Folklore Theory & Practice:

· Blank, T. J. (Ed.). (2021). Folklore and the Internet: Vernacular Expression in a Digital World. Utah State University Press.

  · Rationale: A modern take on folklore transmission. Even if your article deals with historical texts, acknowledging how these legends live on (or are revitalized) in digital spaces (e.g., social media, digital archives) would show a command of the field's current directions and the ongoing life of the folklore tradition.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language used in this document is exemplary for scholarly communication. It demonstrates a high level of academic proficiency.

Strengths:

Formal and Precise: The language is consistently formal, avoiding colloquialisms. Terminology is used precisely (e.g., "axiological potential," "historical-cultural paradigm," "toponymic nominations").

· Clear and Structured: Sentences are well-constructed and complex where necessary, but they remain clear and understandable. The logical flow between ideas is strong.

· Objective Tone: The author maintains an objective, analytical tone throughout, which is essential for scholarly work. Opinions are presented as conclusions drawn from evidence.

· Effective Use of Evidence: Quotes from primary (Marx's collection) and secondary sources are integrated seamlessly to support claims.

· Standard Conventions: The abstract, keyword list, section headings, citations, and reference list all adhere to standard academic formatting conventions.

Minor Considerations (Not weaknesses, but points of style):

 The prose is dense and information-rich, which is typical for high-level humanities research. A reader would need to read carefully and may need some background in folklore studies or cultural theory to grasp all nuances immediately.

· The use of long, complex sentences is effective but could be slightly streamlined in a few places for even greater clarity (e.g., the first sentence of the Results section is very long but manages its clauses well).
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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