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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript addresses a critical gap in healthcare accessibility research in Northeast India, specifically in hilly and tribal areas where terrain, infrastructure, and socio-economic inequalities strongly affect health outcomes. By using GIS-based buffer and overlay analysis alongside socio-economic profiling, the study provides a strong methodological framework to examine disparities in access to PHCs. The findings have direct policy relevance for improving rural healthcare infrastructure, decentralisation of services, and equity in healthcare delivery. Overall, the study contributes significantly to medical geography and public health planning literature.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title is descriptive and relevant. However, for clarity and conciseness, it may be rephrased as:
“Age- and Sex-wise Travel Patterns and Socio-Economic Barriers to Primary Healthcare Access in East Khasi Hills District, Meghalaya.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and includes aims, methodology, results, and conclusions. To further improve clarity, it should briefly mention the sample size (106 respondents) and the use of QGIS buffer and overlay analysis as analytical tools.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound with clear objectives, appropriate methods, and logical results. However, two improvements are needed:
1. The relatively small sample size (106 respondents across 5 PHCs) should be explicitly mentioned as a limitation.

2. The results are primarily descriptive; incorporating basic statistical analyses (e.g., correlation tests or mean comparisons) would add robustness.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and generally recent. However, a large number are concentrated within the same author group. To improve diversity, please add more references from other Northeast Indian studies or similar contexts such as Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland, or Arunachal Pradesh.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language is overall suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical corrections (article usage, verb tense consistency) and stylistic improvements (conciseness) are recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments

	Figures should include north arrows, scale bars, and clearer legends.

Tables should have more descriptive captions explaining their implications.

The discussion should more strongly compare results with other Indian hilly/tribal contexts and highlight policy recommendations.

Ethical considerations should include mention of informed consent from respondents.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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