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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study holds significance for the scientific community as it explores a cost-effective, readily available, and eco-friendly alternative to conventional synthetic diluents, which are often expensive or less accessible in resource-limited settings. By improving fertilization success and seed production efficiency, the findings can contribute to enhancing food security, supporting rural livelihoods, and promoting sustainable aquaculture practices. Moreover, it opens new avenues for research into the use of plant-based bioresources in reproductive biotechnology across different fish species.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The current title “Efficacy of Watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) Juice as Milt Diluent During Artificial Propagation of African Catfish (Clarias gariepinus)” is clear and descriptive, but it can be made more concise and impactful for a scientific audience. A good title should balance specificity with readability, while highlighting the novelty and application of the work. A few alternative suggestions:

1. “Evaluation of Watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) Juice as a Natural Milt Diluent in the Artificial Propagation of African Catfish (Clarias gariepinus)”
2. “Watermelon Juice as a Sustainable Milt Diluent for Artificial Propagation of African Catfish”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the current title “Efficacy of Watermelon (Citrillus lanatus) Juice as Milt Diluent During Artificial Propagation of African Catfish Clarias gariepinus” is clear, but a bit long and slightly generic.
 Also, “efficacy” is a clinical-style term that sometimes feels less natural in aquaculture journals compared with words like “effect” or “potential.” Some suggestions (depending on the journal’s preference for conciseness vs. detail):

1. “Watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) Juice as a Natural Milt Diluent in Artificial Propagation of African Catfish (Clarias gariepinus)” highlights the novelty (natural diluent) and keeps it focused.

2. “Effect of Watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) Juice on Milt Quality and Reproductive Performance of African Catfish (Clarias gariepinus)” more precise since you studied both milt quality and reproduction.

3. “Use of Watermelon (Citrullus lanatus) Juice as an Alternative Milt Diluent in African Catfish (Clarias gariepinus) Breeding” emphasizes the “alternative” aspect compared to saline solution.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are relevant but could be strengthened with more recent studies (2015-2025) on natural diluents, plant-based extenders, and reproductive biotechnology in catfish and other aquaculture species. Inclusion of studies from journals like Aquaculture Research, Theriogenology, and Aquaculture Reports would improve the currency and global context of the literature review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study presents a novel and practical approach for catfish propagation and will be valuable for sustainable aquaculture. Minor improvements in literature coverage and discussion are recommended.
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