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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important as it examines Grade III learners’ reading comprehension and numeracy skills in Iloilo, generating evidence that can guide interventions for improving foundational learning. It is valuable for educators and policymakers working to strengthen early grade education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title “Reading Comprehension and Numeracy Skills among Grade III Learners in One of the Towns in Iloilo” is appropriate and clearly reflects the study’s focus. However, for improved clarity and conciseness, the author may consider a slightly refined version such as: “Reading Comprehension and Numeracy Skills of Grade III Learners in Iloilo.” This keeps the essence intact while making the title smoother and more direct.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive, as it clearly presents the aim, methods, and findings of the study. However, it could be improved in several ways:

· The description of the tools (ERUNT and CRLA) is precise, but briefly explaining what they measure, for example, “ERUNT to assess basic numeracy competencies and CRLA to gauge literacy and comprehension” would enhance clarity.

· While the abstract mentions the correlation between reading comprehension and numeracy, specifying the strength of the correlation (e.g., strong, moderate) would give readers a clearer understanding of the findings.

· Adding the sample size and demographic details of the learners would make the study more transparent and contextualized.

· The implications are relevant, but ending the abstract with a stronger concluding sentence highlighting the broader value of the study, such as its contribution to improving early grade learning outcomes in the Philippine context, would make it more impactful.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. The findings clearly connect family background, parental education, and home support with learners’ reading and numeracy performance. The recommendations are practical and relevant, offering useful directions for teachers, parents, and policymakers.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references included are adequate and cover both foundational and relevant studies, supporting the manuscript’s key concepts. To make the literature more current and strengthen its scholarly value, adding recent studies from 2023–2024 is recommended. For instance:

· Celemin, G. D. G. (2023). Enhancing numeracy skills of Grade 3 students through authentic performance tasks. Journal of Contemporary Educational Research, 7(9), 59–66. https://doi.org/10.26689/jcer.v7i9.5323 
· Manguilimotan, R. P. et al. (2024). Factors affecting the reading comprehension skills of Grade 3 learners. International Journal of Social Science Research and Review, 7(3), 96–108. https://doi.org/10.47814/ijssrr.v7i3.1930 
· Adam, H. B. (2024). The impact of early math and numeracy skills on academic achievement in elementary school. International Journal of Advanced Multidisciplinary Studies, 4(4).

Including these references will ensure the manuscript reflects the latest research trends and enhances its relevance to the scientific community.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language of the article is clear and understandable, making it suitable for scholarly communication. Most sentences are well-constructed, and the terminology fits the academic context. A few minor adjustments in grammar, punctuation, and phrasing would make the text even smoother and more polished, improving readability and overall flow for the reader.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-structured and meaningful, with clear findings and practical implications; minor language refinements could improve readability.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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