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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript tackles a critical issue in educational development within marginalized regions. Drawing on data from Garissa, Kenya, it highlights how School Feeding Programs (SFPs) significantly improve pupil attendance. The findings offer valuable insights for policymakers and reinforce the role of SFPs in promoting educational equity.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is appropriate, concise, and accurately reflects the content and geographical focus of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive but could be slightly improved. 

Suggestion: The key statistical result (the correlation coefficient and p-value: r = 0.298, p = 0.008) should be explicitly mentioned in the abstract to immediately convey the strength and significance of the finding to the reader.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The application of a correlational design is appropriate for the research question. The methodology for ensuring reliability and validity is adequate, and the statistical analysis (Pearson correlation) is correctly applied and interpreted. The conclusions are well-supported by the data presented.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and include a mix of classic and recent sources. However, the literature review could be strengthened by incorporating a few more recent (2022-2024) global studies or systematic reviews on SFPs from sources like the World Food Programme (WFP) or UNICEF to better situate the study within the very latest discourse.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally clear and suitable for scholarly communication. However, it requires thorough proofreading to correct numerous minor grammatical errors, typos (e.g., "as the influence", "SO," "unit of analysis the 25 headteachers"), and awkward phrasings. This will enhance the clarity and professionalism of the manuscript.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study's strength lies in its focused context and its ability to identify not only the positive correlation but also a critical implementation challenge (lack of food variety). The discussion does a good job of linking findings back to existing theory (Maslow) and literature. The sample, while sufficient, is a limitation that should be acknowledged; the findings are representative of the respondent perceptions in Garissa Township but may not be generalizable to all arid regions without further study.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues are identified. The manuscript includes a standard disclaimer, and the methodology suggests ethical research conduct (e.g., seeking consent).
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