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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is surely a good contribution to the scientific community in many ways. It is a novice perspective as this topic is rarely discussed or explored specifically in the developing countries like Tanzania, where parent–teacher communication remains weak. Therefore, it provides important insights into students’ meal programs. The communication barriers that this study has highlighted are also key barriers to the sustainability of such programs and their effectiveness. The findings drawn from this study can be helpful for policymakers and educators working on global discussions or programs on inclusive and equitable discussions. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is wordy, and it needs to be shortened for conciseness. For instance, it can be modified as “Effectiveness of Parent-School Communication in Students’ Meal Programs: Evidence from Public Primary Schools in Sengerema District, Tanzania.” 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is concise and provides a good summary of the study, such as presenting the research purpose, methodology, key findings, and recommendations. However, there is a need for improvement: there is a need to add numerical data or percentages from findings to strengthen this section. Mention the sample size to give context to the study’s scope. Also, there is a need for a few sentence corrections in the Abstract as well. Like, the findings sentence needs to be revised for clarity. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This study is scientifically sound and presents well-structured, relating it with theoretical frameworks like the Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB) and the Self-determination theory (SDT). The mixed method is suitable for exploring the perceptions and engagement. The statistical data is clear and comprehensible, although it is basic; further analysis or tables may be added to make it more rigorous in a quantitative perceptive.  Minor inconsistencies in data were seen in the descriptive analysis that need to be updated. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent and mostly from 2020-2025, which reflects the currency of the literature. In the findings and discussion part, there is a need to add more recent references with a critical lens while discussing the study’s findings with other scholars' research. Moreover, literature on Communication and parental engagement needs enhancement. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Overall, the language of the paper is understandable, however there is need of a thorough proofreading for the correction minor grammatical errors and elimination of typos. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is well-structured and can be a good contribution to scholarly work in the context like Tanzania and similar contexts. It present through literature and data for the importance of parental communication and its impact on development programs. The recommendation can guide policymakers to develop policies for meal programs in more equitable manner. Consider adding diagram for showing linkage between communication and parental engagement along with study’s theoretical framework. 
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