Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Education and Social Studies 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJESS_143483

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	The Mediating Analysis Of Self-Efficacy On The Relationship Between Anxiety And Academic Performance In Mathematics Of Grade 9 Students

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is important to the scientific community as it provides locally grounded evidence on how self-efficacy interacts with mathematics anxiety and performance, a relationship that remains underexplored in the Philippine context. By extending Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory, the findings highlight the role of self-efficacy in shaping achievement despite anxiety. The results contribute to global discussions on mathematics learning and offer practical insights for designing culturally relevant interventions and policies.
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	Title of the article is clear and insightful
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, presenting a clear background, purpose, methodology, key results, and implications. It effectively highlights the problem of mathematics anxiety and introduces self-efficacy as a potential mediator, showing strong alignment with Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory. The inclusion of statistical findings strengthens the credibility of the results, while the practical recommendations for educators and stakeholders enhance its relevance. Overall, the abstract successfully balances theoretical grounding, empirical evidence, and practical application, making it both informative and valuable for the scientific and educational community.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. It is grounded in a solid theoretical framework (Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory), uses a sound quantitative research design with appropriate sampling, and applies validated instruments with reported reliability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in your manuscript are sufficient, relevant, and fairly recent, covering both foundational theories (Bandura, 1977, 1986, 1994) and contemporary studies (2019–2024). You have included meta-analyses, global education reports (TIMSS, PISA, OECD), and recent empirical articles (Burhanuddin & Affandi, 2024; Julaihi et al., 2023; Williams, 2024), which strengthens the literature base. The balance between classical theoretical sources and updated empirical evidence is a strong point.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is adequate for scholarly publishing, but a final round of professional proofreading or language editing is recommended before submission to ensure maximum clarity and fluency
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	The manuscript is well-structured, addresses an important educational issue, and contributes meaningfully to existing literature. Minor improvements in language consistency, sentence clarity, and reference formatting are suggested to further enhance its scholarly quality
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