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[bookmark: _eiavy9w2fp2f]ABSTRACT
Efforts are being made to promote access to education among the children across the gender so as to ensure Education for all. However, there has been concern related to the girls dropping out of schools. Many countries continue to experience growing increase of dropout rate among the girls in public schools. This study investigated the way students’ personal issues on girls dropping out from public secondary schools in Garissa Township, Garissa County. Target population for this study was the five (5) public secondary schools for girls in Garissa Township Sub County, where unit of analysis was 5 heads of guidance and counseling, 5 Principals and 3169 girls. Using purposive sampling, the study selected all the five principals and all the five heads of guidance and guidance of girl’s public secondary schools in Garissa Township Sub County as respondents. Meanwhile using simple random method, the study selected 10% (317) of the targeted girls as respondents. Questionnaire and interview schedules were be used to collect data. Reliability of the questionnaire was conducted by use Cronbach's alpha whereas validity was carried out by engaging specialists in the fields of curriculum to thoroughly examine and improve the survey questions. Quantitative data was analysed to produce descriptive statistics while Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Analysis was used to test for association. This analysis was done with assistance of Statistical Packages for Social Science (SPSS) Version 27 and presented using frequency tables. Qualitative data was analyzed verbatim. The study found that students personal issues had statistically significant influence on girls dropping out from public secondary schools in Garissa Township (r=0.510; p<0.01). The study recommended that schools implement structured mentorship programs. These programs should pair students with teachers, senior students, or community members who can provide guidance, emotional support, and career advice to help students navigate academic and personal challenges. The study's results are expected to provide valuable insights for implementing specific interventions and policies aimed at addressing students’ personal issues and decreasing the incidence of females dropping out of public secondary schools in Garissa Township.	Comment by arike: Delete children, use … learners irrespective of their gender to ensure Education for all.	Comment by arike: Delete personal issues, use… perceive girls dropping out …	Comment by arike: Add, the use of Cronbach…	Comment by arike: Replace verbatism with based on the thematic concepts.
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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
 
Globally, education has been identified as one of the pillars of intellectual knowledge for enhancing development in society (Kurangking et l., 2023). In the wake of today’s occurrences among them women becoming breadwinners because of incidences like divorce, education of girls is being considered equally important in any society in order to make them self- reliant (Fisher et al., 2025). Efforts have been laid to promote education among the children to ensure equality in accessing education. However, there has been disturbing trend of inequality in accessing education among the youths in various countries worldwide due to gender imbalance (Kuteesa, , Akpuokwe & Udeh, 2024)	Comment by arike: Change to et al., 2023
 In Africa, the case of gender inequality contributed by socio-economic factors has been observed (Dominic et al., 2017). Most traditional African communities do not value girls’ education compared to male. For instance, the rate of student dropout in Tanzanian secondary schools is about 36%. A study conducted by African Union (2021) found that the level of income among most African communities was the main driver contributing to girls’ drop out form schools. The report pointed out that social factors did not respect and recognize girl’s education as important compared to male education. Therefore, most families did not prioritize investing their resources to girl’s education compared to male. Accordingly, macro strategies (free school uniform distribution, free education, and school feeding program) and micro strategies (scholarships, child- friendly school environment, guidance and counselling, and child safety) have been put in place for mitigating school dropout in Ghana (Imoro, 2009). A study by Mduma et al. (2019) found that age, parents’ income, and students’ gender contributed to the students’ dropping out of secondary schools. 
In Kenya, through free primary education (FPE) and free day secondary education (FDSE), the Kenyan government intended education to be affordable and accessible to all children in Kenya (Musangi et al., 2017). These initiatives further helped address low-quality education, illiteracy, and low completion rates (Oprong, 2016). In addition, the Kenya Government has other programs meant to boost access, retention, and quality of education, like infrastructural development interventions (Constituency Development Fund (C.D.F) schools and Centres of Excellence); Digital Literacy Programme (DLP), which is under implementation; Sanitary towels programs; low-priced boarding schools and mobile schools in ASALs; Tusome Project (2015-2018); School Health and Nutrition Programme; Kenya Primary Education Development (PRIEDE) Project (2016-2019); and Policies for re-entry after thematic areas which include early pregnancy (1994), inhibitive cultural practices, and education in emergencies (Ministry of Education, 2020).
Despite these initiatives, most regions including the north-eastern part of the country have shown a huge percentage of girls dropping out of schools.. Dagane and Aden, (2021) explain that North eastern continues including Garissa County grapple with the issue of socio-economic challenges, especially gender role, which have limited the access of quality education among the female students. Moreover, Njati, and Abel (2024) indicate that traditional beliefs among the communities have taken a strong ground such that most households prioritize practicing informal practices rather than formal practices regarding schooling. The issue of early marriages has also been well documented and in most case is prevalent in Garissa County thus, contributing massively to public school dropout among the girls (Save the Children, 2021; Kisaka, 2015). 
Accordingly, the Kenyan government has acknowledged that there are still existence of gender- (Republic of Kenya, 2021). For this reason, this study aimed to explore deeper in this issue to produce findings to help the policymakers in the region.  

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Girl child education plays a significant role in society by providing explicit knowledge and on economic development of individual girls and the society at large (Mackatiani, Mackatiani & Atieno, 2022). Consequently, the increasing girls school dropout is becoming a global concern. The government of Kenya is working very hard to help learners at all levels so as to remain in school and complete their studies as evidenced by for instance provision of bursaries and subsidized secondary school fees. Despite these interventions by the government, statistics show that more than 10% of girls who enroll in form one do not stay in school to complete secondary education (Oduya, 2020). The non-completion of high school by girls will limit students’ opportunities and achievement and increase the burden in the society. Additionally, school dropout among girls may impede realization of Kenya Vision 2030's Social Pillar which aims to create a fair, democratic society, with education and training serving as the main catalyst. 	Comment by arike: Insert comma ,
Studies have been conducted and opined that socio economic conditions could be contributing to school dropout by girls (Kisaka,2015; Mackatiani, Mackatiani & Atieno, 2022; African Union, 2021; RoK, 2021; UNESCO, 2021). In particular, Kisaka (2015) study reveal lack of gender balance in terms of dropout in schools in Garissa and Ijara Constituencies. However. these empirical studies highlight significant gap, making it difficult to establish the manner in which  students personal issues influence girls dropping out of secondary school. This study filled this gap by concentrating in Garissa Sub County and showing the influence of students personal issues on girls dropping out of secondary school.
RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

To determine the influence of students’ personal issues on dropout on girls’ school dropout among public secondary schools in Garissa Township.	Comment by arike: Delete, on dropout, continue as issues on girls’ school …
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS
H0: Students’ personal issues do not have a statistically significant influence on girls’ school dropout among public secondary schools in Garissa Township.

THEORETICAL REVIEW

This study was anchored on the ecological theory as proposed by Bronfenbrenner(1979). This theory provides a holistic understanding regarding the multifaceted issues that influence human development in various ecological systems (Guy-Evans, 2020). It would thus mean that the environment such as economic environment influence human activities such as girls education.  The theory matches with this study in that there are multifaceted issues that hinder girl child in accessing quality education in different environmental contexts (Rus et al., 2020). The theory interconnects personal issues with school, individual, and community regarding girls education.  Therefore, by examining deeply the interplay between different economic environment, this study intends to reveal how students personal issues play a role in contributing girl’s dropout rate in public secondary schools. 

EMPIRICAL LITERATURE
Asif et al. (2021) investigated the factors related to dropping out of students from high 15 schools in Malakand District, Pakistan. The study used a research design that involved reviewing of literature and interviewing each student. 422 students were interviewed in 2016 from 1122 who registered in 2012 in Class Six. Logistic regression and statistical modeling were the methods used in analyzing data. The findings were that 30% of the students abandoned school and this was because of individual factors such as; a tendency towards a job, age, deficiency in attention and memory, and poor academic performance. 
Vushe (2018) conducted a qualitative study that explored the individual, schooling, and anatomical factors that play a part in dropping out of high school learners in Philippi. The study adopted an exploratory qualitative approach and the respondents were interviewed face-to-face. The size of the study sample was 15 school dropouts. Discoveries from the research showed that a combination of factors contributed to dropout. The factors could be categorized into structural, schooling, and personal factors. The personal factors that played a part in the decision by the learners to quit school before graduating included grade repetition shame, struggling academically, delinquent behavior, and negative perceptions on the significance of education. 
Kisaka (2015) exploring the  lags facing education of girls in secondary schools in Ijara and Garissa Constituencies, Kenya found out that there was no gender balance in terms of dropout, enrollment rates, completion rates and transition rates in schools in Garissa and Ijara Constituencies. Among the impediments to girls education was attitude to school and peer pressure as girls tended to be socialized to be passive in society and even those who enroll in school do not put much effort in their studies as their capacity as mothers rated more important than any other capacity that they may possess. Coyle (2009) noted that drop-out occurs as a result of not passing an examination or a series of examinations. Learners, therefore, drop out of school for being forced to repeat classes.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _k1xqmr7ftpla]The study adopted descriptive research design while employing mixed-method research approach Target population for this study was the five (5) public secondary schools for girls in Garissa Township Sub County, where unit of analysis was the 5 heads of guidance and counseling, 5 Principals and 3169 girls. Using purposive sampling, the study selected all the five principals and all the five heads of guidance and guidance of girl’s public secondary schools in Garissa Township Sub County as respondents. Meanwhile using simple random method, the study selected 10% (317) of the targeted girls as respondents. Questionnaire and interview schedules were be used to collect data. 	Comment by arike: Change to ten (10); see abstract comment
The questionnaire was tested for validity using content validity. validity was carried out by engaging specialists in the fields of curriculum to thoroughly examine and improve the survey questions. Reliability of the questionnaire was tested by use Cronbach's alpha approach based on the 0.7 threshold of Cronbach's alpha coefficient. Quantitative data was analysed to produce descriptive statistics while Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Analysis was used to test for association. This analysis was done with assistance of Statistical Packages for Social Science (SPSS) Version 27 and presented using frequency tables. Qualitative data was analyzed verbatim	Comment by arike: Delete validity and use This was carried …

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
This researcher distributed 317 questionnaires to the students of which, 264 were filled and returned. This represents a response rate of 83.28% which was good. Mugenda and Mugenda (2013) guides that a response rate of at least 70% is good. 
This study assessed the influence of students’ personal issues on dropout among girls in public secondary schools in Garissa Township. It explored the components of students’ personal issues including poor performance, teenage pregnancy, lack of mentorship and overage to understand their effects on the educational trajectory of girls. Descriptive statistics on the components of students’ personal issues was done and findings are as presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Descriptives on Students’ Personal Issues	Comment by arike: Delete from this line, add the title of Table1 after the table illustration
	

	
	N
	Minimum
	Maximum
	Mean
	Std. Deviation

	Poor performance
	264
	1.00
	4.00
	2.8106
	.92808

	Teenage pregnancy
	264
	1.00
	5.00
	2.7197
	.95777

	Lack of mentorship
	264
	1.00
	5.00
	2.8939
	1.05915

	Over-age
	264
	1.00
	5.00
	2.8220
	.88638

	Valid N (listwise)
	264
	
	
	
	



The study quantified the perceptions of respondents towards four potential problems, poor performance, teen pregnancy, lack of mentorship, and over-age, using a Likert-type scale. The mean value for poor performance was 2.81 with a standard deviation of 0.93. This suggested that, on average, participants weighted moderate concern on poor performance slightly below the midpoint of the scale. The relatively moderate standard deviation indicated that there was a moderate level of agreement among respondents. While poor performance was viewed as very serious by some participants, others did not view it as extremely bad, so the average response was slightly positive.	Comment by arike: Add the title of Table 1 and cite the source here
Next line starts with The study…
Teenage pregnancy had a mean of 2.72 and standard deviation of 0.96. This signified that respondents were largely in disagreement or on the fence about whether teenage pregnancy was an important concern in the case being examined. The standard deviation, at nearly 1, suggested that there was some moderate range of opinion, and this meant that there was some degree of variation in the extent to which different respondents assessed the seriousness of the issue.
Lack of mentorship had the highest mean of 2.89 and a standard deviation of 1.06, the highest variability. This reflected that although the average response was close to the middle point, there were some who thought the absence of mentorship was more a problem and others who did not or felt it was less of a problem. The higher standard deviation registered this broader divergence in opinion. It could also mean that the respondents experienced or were exposed to mentorship differently and thus had more diverse opinions.
The over-age variable's mean was 2.82 and standard deviation was 0.89, indicating that, similar to all other variables, it was viewed as somewhat not a problem to moderately problematic. The comparatively lower standard deviation suggests responses were more homogeneous in response in terms of participants with fewer outlying opinions. This reflects a more uniform perception of being over-age within the respondent population.
In all four indicators, the mean scores are still below 3, i.e., the respondents didn't consider any of the issues to be noticeably serious on average, though they did rate them to some extent. The standard deviations accounted for that paucity of mentorship generated the widest range of opinions and over-age received the most consistent response. These outcomes were suggestive of where interventions or awareness programs are more or less controversial or required, depending on the consistency or heterogeneity of community sentiment.
CORRELATION ANALYSIS
Using Pearson’s Product Moment (PPM) Correlation Analysis, the study tested the hypothesis;
H0: Students’ personal issues do not have a statistically significant influence on girls’ school dropout among public secondary schools in Garissa Township
The study carried the analysis with help of SPSS, at 95% confidence level to produce Table 2. 

Table 2: Pearson’s Correlation Results for Students Personal Issues and Girl’s School Dropout	Comment by arike: Delete this title completely


	

	
	Average Dropout
	Students personal issues

	Average Dropout
	Pearson Correlation
	1
	.510**

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	
	.000

	
	N
	264
	264

	Students personal issues
	Pearson Correlation
	.510**
	1

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	.000
	

	
	N
	264
	264

	**. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).



The results show that probability value (p-value) of 0.000 (represented as p<0.01) was less than the threshold of 0.05. This meant that there was significant relationship between Students’ personal issues and girls’ school dropout among public secondary schools in Garissa Township (p<0.01). correlation coefficient (r) was 0.510 which meant that relationship was moderate (r=0.510) since r was between 0.3 and 0.6. This means that as personal issues faced by students increase, there is a corresponding increase in dropout rates, suggesting that personal challenges significantly influence the likelihood of students discontinuing their education.	Comment by arike: Add the title of Table 2  and cite the source here 
Next line starts with The results …
The correlation coefficient (r = 0.510) reflects a moderate level of association, implying that while personal issues are not the only factor affecting dropout rates, they are indeed an important contributor. This positive relationship suggests that addressing these personal issues, such as lack of mentorship, teenage pregnancy, poor academic performance, and over-age enrolment, could have a significant impact on reducing dropout rates. Students who face these challenges are more likely to withdraw from school.
From the interview schedule, the participants offered students’ personal issues as having a moderate contribution to school dropout by girls in their school. It was shown that students’ personal issues had a high contribution to school dropout by girls. These results align with previous studies, such as those by Vushe (2018) and Asif et al. (2021), reinforcing the importance of addressing personal factors like mentorship, academic struggles, and other individual challenges to reduce dropout rates. Therefore, it is crucial for schools and relevant stakeholders to provide comprehensive support systems, including mentorship and targeted interventions, to mitigate the effects of these personal issues on girls' education.

DISCUSSIONS OF FINDINGS

The results of this study indicate a statistically significant relationship between students’ personal issues and girls’ school dropout in public secondary schools within Garissa Township. The p-value of 0.000 (p < 0.01) confirms that this relationship is not due to chance and is statistically significant at the 1% level. The correlation coefficient (r = 0.510) further suggests a moderate positive correlation, indicating that as personal challenges among students increase, there is a corresponding increase in the likelihood of school dropout among girls. In the current study, poor academic performance was found to be the result of personal issues leading to girls' school dropout. It was viewed as a significant challenge by some of the participants, while others did not regard it as a significant dropout factor. This finding is also comparable to Asif et al.'s (2021) work, in which they examined dropout factors in Malakand District, Pakistan. Their research found that academic failure was one of the significant personal factors that led to students dropping out of school. Students who struggled to understand course materials, memorize, and pass exams were more likely to drop out. Similarly, Coyle (2009) emphasized that failing to pass exams and having to repeat grades is a significant factor that results in student dropout. Students lose interest and self-confidence when they do not perform well academically, leading them to withdraw from school. These findings confirm the view that poor academic performance, even if not always identified as the most serious issue, is a root cause of most dropout cases. Furthermore, Vushe (2018) also identified poor academic performance as a personal obstacle to school retention. In her qualitative study in South Africa, academically underachieving students constantly felt shame and frustration, and as a result, they dropped out of school.
The findings of the current study show that the participants had differing opinions about the seriousness of teenage pregnancy as a cause of school dropout. While some considered it serious, others did not see it as a primary reason why girls drop out of school. This variation is consistent with work by Kisaka (2015), who examined education for girls in Garissa and Ijara Constituencies in Kenya. Kisaka (2015) noted girls face unique gendered pressures, including early marriage and pregnancy, which disrupt their schooling. Girls are socialized to take on domesticated roles, and pregnancy can solidify this role, making a return to school less likely. Vushe (2018) also confirmed that adolescent pregnancy was one of the individual causes of dropout. From her study, it was clear that social stigma, fear of judgment, and the absence of support for teenage mothers forced girls to drop out of school even when they were willing to proceed with their education. While the current study did not find a consensus of how significant teen pregnancy is, the comparison with these empirical research pieces shows that it remains a serious and complex issue, influenced by cultural norms, family support systems, and school re-entry policies for pregnant teens and young mothers.
Among all the personal issues listed, lack of mentorship received the most varied responses from the participants. Some strongly believed it was a major problem, yet others didn't. This may be due to differing levels of exposure to mentorship programs or role models within the community. The necessity of mentorship is strongly championed by Vushe (2018), who emphasized the role of individual guidance and support in keeping students engaged in school. That study found that students who lacked role models or adult confidants were more likely to drop out. Without parent, teacher, or community support and urging, many students felt they had no one to support their educational goals. In Kisaka's (2015) study in Garissa and Ijara, low value and motivation for girls' education were also explained by the absence of mentorship and support structures. Girls were neither counseled nor sufficiently motivated to see education as a long-term goal, leaving them vulnerable to other external pressures such as peer influence, early marriage, or domestic work. Whereas Asif et al. (2021) placed more focus on academic and personal issues, the absence of personal mentorship or direction can be cited as a contributing factor in some of the attention and motivation shortfalls that their study revealed. Collectively, these studies highlight the important part that mentorship,  or the lack thereof,  plays in the development of students' sense of direction and their ability to stay in school. The variation in participant attitudes in the current study may reflect differences in community awareness or availability of such mentorship programs.
In the current study, over-age attendance was viewed as a moderately severe problem with relatively homogeneous attitudes among respondents. Many agreed that being significantly older than classmates could lead to embarrassment, social discomfort, or even stigmatization, which could drive students, particularly girls,  to drop out. This finding is consistent with the study of Asif et al. (2021), which found age to be one of the individual factors that contributed significantly to dropout. Students who were older than their peers were likely to feel embarrassed or discouraged from continuing education. Older students were also under pressure to start working or take on adult responsibilities, which worked to render continued schooling irrelevant. Vushe (2018) also discovered grade repetition and the resulting age discrepancy to be a source of shame and low self-esteem for learners, particularly during the upper secondary school years. It made students more vulnerable to dropping out, especially when it was combined with other social stresses. Although Kisaka (2015) did not discuss age specifically, her findings about the premium placed on traditional roles for females also suggest that over-age females will be under more pressure to fulfill societal roles than to be in school.
Each of the specific issues explored in this study, teen pregnancy, lack of mentorship, and over-age attendance, has been demonstrated to influence girls' dropping out of secondary school. These findings are largely corroborated by previous empirical research, which confirms that personal and individual-level problems are major determinants of dropout. Despite the discrepancy of perceptions, when considered collectively and in light of the literature, these issues form a pattern of vulnerability that affects many girls in the education system, especially in marginalized or disadvantaged communities.
This finding indicates that personal problems play a strong but not exclusive role in making dropout rates. The relationship is not so intense that personal problems must be the sole contributors, but it does find that they are important contributors that must be addressed if dropout rates are to fall. This aligns with the perceptions of the majority of participants in the study, who ranked a list of personal problems on a range of seriousness.
These findings highlight that while seriousness of every individual problem was viewed differently by the respondents, there is consensus that these difficulties all contribute in varying degrees to school dropout among girls. Such difficulties as lack of mentorship, teen pregnancy, poor performance, and being over-age are contributory in varying degrees. To facilitate achieving the reduction of dropout rates among girls, intervention directly against such individual challenges has to be adopted. This can entail mentorship programs, academic support services to students, reproductive health education, and flexible entry and enrollment policy for older students. Sensitization of the community is also necessary to change the cultural mind-sets and instill the value of girls' education, hence creating an enabling environment for their academic achievement in school. To combat dropout, it is necessary to confront these personal problems with complex interventions, such as academic assistance, access to mentoring, reproductive health education, flexible policies for older students, and community initiatives that work to change cultural norms. 

CONCLUSION
The study concludes that students’ personal issues have a statistically significant influence on girls’ school dropout among public secondary schools in Garissa Township (p<0.01; r=0.510). The study highlighted the significant influence of students' personal issues on dropout rates among girls in public secondary schools in Garissa Township. The findings revealed that lack of mentorship was the most pressing personal issue contributing to the dropout rates, while teenage pregnancy was perceived as a less immediate concern. Despite this, all personal issues identified require attention to support students in overcoming challenges that could impede their academic success.


RECOMMENDATION
Given that lack of mentorship emerged as the highest-rated personal issue, it is recommended that schools implement structured mentorship programs. These programs should pair students with teachers, senior students, or community members who can provide guidance, emotional support, and career advice to help students navigate academic and personal challenges. The study also highlighted the importance of addressing students' personal issues. Schools should invest in strengthening guidance and counseling services, ensuring that counselors are well-equipped to support students dealing with academic struggles, personal crises, and social challenges, including teenage pregnancy and family issues.	Comment by arike: Use numbering to identify the recommendations proposed as:
  Schools implement…
  Schools should invest in ….
  ….	Comment by arike: 
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