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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The rehabilitation of rural road infrastructure is essential for any meaningful economic development. It enhances inter-connectivity of the suburbs and the major towns within a country, thereby facilitating the transportation of persons and goods, and the delivery of services. Apart from linking local communities, rural roads provide access to undertakings in the periphery like mines, capitalist plantations, etc, and in so doing help to ease the evacuation of their products. Therefore, community participation in rural road maintenance initiatives is necessary as it enables riverine populations to feel invested in these projects, and properly take care of them for public usage.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Not quite. Preferably the title should be “Community Participation in Rural Road Maintenance Projects: An Assessment from Babati District Council, Tanzania.”

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It is apt. However, some few sentences have to be corrected.
First sentence from above: The sustainability of rural road networks is critical for socio-economic development in Tanzania, particularly in districts where success of agriculture and trade depend on reliable land transport. 
Second sentence from above: This study assesses the level of community participation in rural road maintenance projects in Babati District Council, Manyara Region, focusing on planning, implementation, and monitoring phases.

Third sentence from above: Using quantitative and qualitative research methods, 399 community members were selected through simple random sampling, complemented by purposively sampled major stakeholders, including local leaders and TARURA officials. 
Fourth sentence from above: Data collection involved structured questionnaires and interviews with key informants. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	   The author should add a conceptual framework where some key words like, road maintenance projects, community participation, community development etc, are defined.

 There should be a theoretical framework in which theories used in the work are explained and related to the study. The research hypotheses should be clearly stated too. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Not really. The author has only one secondary source mentioned. There is the need for the author to increase the number of published books and recent scientific articles on road transport in Tanzania. Some examples include:
Katopola, Daudi, Mashili, Fredirick, Hasson, Henna and Hasselberg, Marie. 2023. “A stakeholder analysis of road transport system in Tanzania.”

Mativila, H., Kundi, B.A., Mwaluko, G., Kafuku, J., Mbumba, M. T., John, G. R., and Chang’waro, S.K. 2023. “Development of a model for transport infrastructure projects monitoring: A case of Tanzania.” The Strategic Journal of Business and Change Management.
Starkey, P. and Hine, J. 2020. “Rural transport services: operational characteristics and options for improvement.” Report commissioned by ReCAP for DFID.
Joshua, Grace. 2009. “Motorized Domesticities: Car, Roads and Home in Independent Tanzania.” Africa Motors: Technology, Gender, and the History of Development.
Hofmeier. Rolf .1973. Transport and Economic Development in Tanzania: With Particular Reference to Roads and Road Transport. (Part of the Afrika-Studien series).
Bureau of Resource Assessment and Land Use Planning. 1970. A Guide to Basic Data on Road Transport in Tanzania.

MDPI. 2025. Exploring the Transition from Petroleum to Natural Gas in Tanzania’s Road Transport Sector.

Dumas, C. 2025. “Better Roads, Better Off? Evidence on Upgrading Roads in Tanzania.”

Parsalaw, Benjamin J. 2025. “Regulating Roads and Transportation in Tanzania.”

The author should note that titles of articles in scientific journals are written in inverted commas, whereas the titles of Journals and published books should be italicized. For instance:

REFERENCES

Chan, A., Lee, K., and Wong, J. (2021). “Transport infrastructure and its socio-economic impacts: A global perspective.” International Journal of Infrastructure Development, 18(2), 134–150. 

Coppola, P., Papa, E., and Angiello, G. (2022). “Sustainable road networks and economic development.” Journal of Transport Policy, 45(3), 211–225.

Eyisi, J., Musa, S., and Oche, A. (2021). “Challenges of rural road maintenance in sub-Saharan Africa.” African Journal of Development Studies, 13(1), 45–59.

Faiz, A., and Junaid, M. (2021). “Financing road maintenance in Africa: Opportunities and challenges.” World Transport Review, 27(4), 312–328.

Herrera, R., López, D., and Ramos, P. (2020). “Infrastructure management challenges in developing countries.” International Journal of Public Works, 12(3), 98–115.

Kiss, G., Toth, B., and Horvath, Z. (2022). “Community involvement in infrastructure: Lessons from developing economies.” Development Policy Review, 40(1), e12533.

Khodyakov, D., Stockdale, S., Jones, A., Mango, J., Jones, F., and Lizaola, E. (2013). “On Measuring Community Participation in Research.” Health Education and Behavior, 40(3), 346–354

Lam, W., and Yang, X. (2020). “Road access and rural development in sub-Saharan Africa.” African Development Review, 32(1), 67–79. 

Lukala, T. (2023). “Community participation in Africa’s rural road programs: Achievements and challenges.” Journal of African Infrastructure, 19(2), 56–74.

Manyinsa, M. (2018). “Community engagement in Nigeria’s Rural Access and Mobility Program.” Journal of Transport and Society, 14(2), 77–92.

Muluk, M. R. K., Danar, O. R., and Rahmawati, L. (2020). “Community Participation and Development Planning in Local Government Level: A Study on the Formulation of Batu City Medium-Term Development Plan.” Bisnis & Birokrasi Journal, 26(3), 1–9.

Obiuto, P. (2024). “Participatory approaches in infrastructure development: Evidence from developing countries.” Journal of Community Development Research, 29(1), 102–118.

Ojo, S. (2024). “Community-based road maintenance initiatives in Africa.” African Journal of Public Policy, 16(3), 201–219.

Phiri, T., Magesa, S.,and Komba, C. (2021). “Road infrastructure and rural livelihoods in Tanzania.” Tanzania Journal of Development Studies, 9(1), 45–63.

Seniwoliba, A. (2022). “Community-driven development and infrastructure sustainability: Lessons from Tanzania.” Journal of Social Policy and Development, 15(2), 140–156.

Wang, L. (2023). “Barriers to community participation in rural development projects.” International Development Review, 41(2), 205–222.

World Bank. (2022). The economic impact of poor road conditions in developing countries. World Bank Publications.

Żelazo, J. (2023). “Participatory budgeting and infrastructure governance: Case studies from Latin America.” Governance and Policy Review, 37(2), 89–104.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is good with very few corrections to be made.

Introduction

Third sentence from above: Despite their significance, rural road maintenance in many low and middle-income countries
Description of the Study Area

Second sentence from above: The district’s road network includes about 223.5 km of major highways and numerous feeder roads linking communities to facilities like markets, schools, and healthcare units, many of which are managed by TARURA.
Study Population

Second sentence from above: These individuals participate in planning, implementation, and monitoring, providing vital insights into the level of community participation, which is the focus of this research.

Third sentence from above: With an estimated population of 129,572 (2022 National Census) and diverse socio-economic backgrounds, the district offers an opportunity to evaluate the levels of participation and their impacts across different demographic groups.
Sampling procedure 

Third sentence from above: Additionally, major stakeholders were selected using a purposive sampling approach to get first-hand information on community participation in rural road maintenance projects.
Fifth sentence from above: Combining simple random sampling of community members with purposive selection of key informants, enabled the author to collect both representative data and in-depth perspectives essential for assessing the level of community participation in road maintenance projects.

Questionnaire

Entire paragraph: Closed-ended questionnaires were used to collect quantitative data from community members engaged in rural road maintenance projects in the Babati District Council area. The questions were designed to enable respondents to provide specific information useful for assessing the level of community participation in these projects. It examined aspects such as local involvement in planning, implementation, and monitoring of road maintenance activities. These questionnaires ensured consistent responses and facilitated systematic statistical analysis. The data provided comprehensive information into the functioning of the community participatory approach in rural road rehabilitation works, highlighting its indispensable nature in sustaining transport infrastructure.

Interviews with Key informants
First sentence from above: Interviews were conducted with Key informants to collect qualitative data from individuals with expert knowledge in rural road maintenance projects in Babati District Council.

Fourth sentence from above: Engaging these key stakeholders provided complementary information to the quantitative data collected from the broader community. It also offered vital insights as to how important community-member participation is, in sustaining rural road infrastructure.
Data Analysis

First sentence from above: In order to assess the level of community participation in road maintenance projects, responses from community members were summarized using descriptive statistics, including mean, standard deviation, and frequency distribution.

Level of Community Participation in Road Projects in Babati District Council
Seventh sentence from below: The low initiative observed suggests either a breakdown in leadership structures or ineffective mobilization strategies, consistent with Ojo (2024), who found that empowering local influencers significantly increased community-led action.
Conventionally, in a scientific article, the full meaning of an acronym or abbreviation is given the first time it is mentioned, and subsequently in the write-up only the acronym or abbreviation is used. I therefore recommend that since the Participation Index (PI), has already been mentioned in the abstract, the author should just continue using the abbreviation PI and not give the full meaning again in the article. Conversely, the author should give the full meaning of TARURA before abbreviating it subsequently.

  Key Informant Perspectives on Community Participation

First sentence from above: Information gathered from key informants, provided a nuanced understanding of community participation in rural road maintenance projects in Babati District Council.
Conclusion 
Fourth sentence from below: Importantly, even where there is participation, it is often fragmented, inconsistent, and confined to sporadic supply of unskilled labor or local materials, rather than involving meaningful input in decision-making or project monitoring.
 Last paragraph: The findings of this study, underscore the urgent need for interventions of state and municipal authorities, that promote inclusive and structured community participation. Strategies such as improved communication through local governance channels, broad-based budgeting, community awareness campaigns, and mechanisms to identify and reward contributions that can enhance engagement. By addressing barriers to involvement and fostering equitable participation, local authorities and development partners can build stronger community ownership, improve maintenance outcomes, and ensure the long-term sustainability of rural road infrastructure in Babati District. The findings provide critical guidelines for policymakers, practitioners, and researchers seeking to community-driven approaches in rural infrastructure development in Tanzania, and other Third World Countries.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The map should be enclosed, showing the magnetic North and a key. The source should also be included. Preferably the title of the map should be: Sketch map of the study area by author using information from fieldwork. The explanation of the map should appear after the map.

Similarly, the various tables should have their sources indicated. It is appropriate to indicate 
Source: Compiled by Author with Information from Fieldwork or Field study.
Also, the labeling of the tables is confusing. 
Level of Community Participation in Road Projects in Babati District Council
Fourth sentence from above: Instead of Table 1 presents the questionnaire findings, highlighting the varying levels of involvement among community members in the road maintenance projects. It should be: Table 2 presents the questionnaire findings, highlighting the varying levels of involvement among community members in the road maintenance projects.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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