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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the literature on rural infrastructure and participatory development. By systematically assessing the level of community participation in rural road maintenance projects in Tanzania, it provides much-needed empirical evidence in a field where studies are often limited to general discussions rather than quantifiable measurements. The use of a Participation Index (PI) enhances methodological rigor and offers a framework that can be replicated in similar contexts globally. The findings will be valuable for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners seeking to strengthen community-driven infrastructure management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, providing a clear overview of the objectives, methodology, key findings, and implications. However, it could be slightly improved by:

· Explicitly stating the significance of the research gap being addressed.

· Highlighting the policy implications more strongly in the concluding sentence.

· Briefly noting the use of the Participation Index (PI) as a methodological strength, as this adds novelty.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and include recent works (2020–2024). Still, the literature review could benefit from incorporating additional global studies on community participation and infrastructure governance to enhance comparative insights.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language quality is suitable for scholarly communication. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-prepared and relevant manuscript that contributes to both academic research and policy practice. The methodological rigor and clear presentation of results make it a valuable reference for future studies on participatory approaches in infrastructure management. With minor improvements in the abstract and additional literature, the paper will be further strengthened.
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