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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This paper is significant to scientific research and classroom teaching, for it tackles current gender inequality issues in the education field among the disadvantaged groups. This exploratory study examining cultural beliefs and practices that shape girls’ movement from lower to upper primary contributes to the global dialogue on gender equity in education and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 4). The results offer downstream implications for relevant policy makers, NGOs and education actors, and identify context-based challenges and strategies that can be pursued. It also contributes to the existing literature through its emphasis on understudied areas, such as Garissa County Kenya, and is therefore useful for comparative and applied educational research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is suitable as it clearly conveys the study’s focus, population, and geographical scopebut it too lengthy. I am  suggesting a more focused and concise title “Cultural Beliefs and Practices Influencing Girls’ Educational Transition : A Study in Balambala Sub-County, Kenya”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is adequate and readable. It includes aims, methods, main results and suggestions.
Suggestions are:
[i].It might be useful to include a better problem statement (i.e., why does this study need to be performed in this region).
 [ii].There is a reference to the sample of participants and method (correlational research design, 67 participants), however it might be stated more concisely.
[iii].The abstract would be better with a sentence which makes clear the implications of the findings to public policy.
[iv].Include one sentence of implications (e.g., Those findings highlight the importance for gender-sensitive education policies in marginalized areas to speed up the progress of achieving SDG 4 influence.).


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is sound scientifically and has a clear research design paradigma (positivist, correlational design). Statistical methods (including correlation coefficient, and regression analysis) are adequately used and explained. The results are consistent with the described aim and the hypothesis. The conversation consequently melds the facts on the ground with the literature, thereby the analysis is credible and trustworthy.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are quite adequate, including both the classics (Wollstonecraft, 1792; World Bank, 2003) and modern studies (Waruru, 2024; Mackatiani, 2022).
Suggestions:
[i]Nevertheless, some of the references are somewhat old (e.g., Richards 2011, UNESCO 2009).
[ii]Including more recent references post-2020 (in particular as far as FGM, girls’ transition, and SDGs in Sub-Saharan Africa are concerned) would enhance the currency of the study.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language used is English and is generally of academic quality. Some sentences are long and could be expanded for clarity. There are some small grammar errors,  With some light editing for length and style, the manuscript is publishable.

	

	Optional/General comments

	Minor Revision is Recommended.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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