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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community as it provides a comprehensive geospatial analysis of how slope and elevation influence the practice of jhum cultivation in Phek District, Nagaland. By integrating remote sensing and GIS techniques, it offers empirical evidence on the spatial distribution of shifting cultivation fields, highlighting their concentration in mid-hill slopes and specific elevation ranges. Such insights are valuable for understanding the ecological consequences of traditional agricultural practices, including soil erosion, biodiversity loss and land degradation. The study contributes to sustainable land-use planning and policy formulation in hilly regions, serving as a reference point for researchers, environmental planners and policymakers working on agricultural systems in fragile ecosystems
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is informative but could be made more comprehensive with a few refinements. It clearly introduces the concept of jhum cultivation, the study area and the use of remote sensing and GIS methods, but it lacks specific details on the key findings such as the exact slope and elevation ranges most suitable for jhum and the area covered under each category, which would strengthen its scientific value. Including a brief mention of the environmental implications (e.g., soil erosion, biodiversity concerns) would also enhance the abstract’s relevance for broader audiences. At the same time, the section could avoid repeating general background information like definitions of jhum cultivation, which may be better suited for the introduction. In summary, adding concise numerical results and implications, while trimming some descriptive background, would make the abstract more precise and impactful.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound as it employs established remote sensing and GIS methodologies, including supervised classification and DEM-based slope and elevation analysis, to study jhum cultivation. The results are logically presented with supporting tables and maps and the discussion aligns with existing literature, making the findings credible and scientifically valid

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant but limited, with some dated sources; inclusion of more recent studies on shifting cultivation, geospatial land-use analysis and sustainable agriculture in Northeast India (post-2022) would strengthen the manuscript
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-structured and written in a clear manner, making it accessible to both scientific and regional audiences. Figures, tables and maps are effectively used to support the findings, though improving their clarity and resolution would further enhance readability. A stronger linkage between the results and their practical implications for sustainable land management and policy frameworks in Northeast India would increase the manuscript’s overall impact.
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