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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community as it provides rare and detailed empirical evidence on how anthropogenic pressures shape the structure and carbon sequestration ability of Rhizophora racemosa stands in peri-urban mangroves of Côte d’Ivoire. By linking localized human disturbances with measurable changes in forest structure, biomass, and carbon stocks, the study contributes to filling a major knowledge gap in West African coastal ecology. Its findings not only strengthen global understanding of blue carbon dynamics under urbanization pressures but also offer practical insights for conservation planning, ecological restoration, and climate change mitigation strategies. Moreover, the work highlights the urgency of protecting remnant mangrove stands and restoring degraded sectors, thus supporting both national and international commitments toward biodiversity conservation and carbon neutrality.
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“Spatial variation of anthropogenic pressures on stand structure and carbon sequestration in peri-urban Rhizophora racemosa mangroves of Côte d’Ivoire”.
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