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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides valuable empirical evidence that links expenditure, tax revenue, and corruption to county indebtedness. These findings are crucial for policymakers, fiscal planners, and scholars seeking to strengthen debt management strategies in devolved governance systems. Moreover, the recommendations offered in this study contribute to broader debates on sustainable financing, transparency, and governance in emerging economies.
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	Is appropriate, clear, and directly reflects the content of the manuscript.
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	The abstract is well-structured, covering the background, purpose, methodology, main findings, and policy recommendations. However, a few improvements are suggested:

- Add the data coverage period for clarity.

- The keywords could be expanded (e.g., county governments; fixed effects regression).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The application of debt accumulation theory is appropriate, and the methodology is correctly applied. The interpretation of results is consistent with the econometric findings, and the recommendations are aligned with the evidence. Minor improvements could include tightening the discussion of the policy implications and explicitly linking them back to debt accumulation theory.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, varied, and include several recent sources
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript’s English is clear, formal, and appropriate for scholarly communication. However, some minor editorial polishing would improve readability (e.g., simplifying long sentences in the introduction and literature review).
	

	Optional/General comments


	- Tables are well-presented and informative, though including figures or graphs (e.g., debt trends over time or variable relationships) could enhance clarity.

- The discussion section could further highlight how the findings compare with international evidence.

- It may be useful to explicitly mention policy relevance for Kenya’s Vision 2030 or other national development frameworks.
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