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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the literature on governance and economic growth by focusing specifically on India using annual time series data from 1996 to 2022. Unlike many prior studies that rely on cross-country or panel datasets, this study uses the ARDL bounds testing approach to establish long-run and short-run dynamics. The findings provide evidence that governance indicators such as control of corruption, political stability, and voice and accountability significantly affect economic growth. This is valuable for policymakers, as it links governance reforms directly with development outcomes in one of the world’s largest emerging economies.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable, clear, and descriptive. It accurately reflects the content and methodology of the paper. No changes are necessary.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well written and concise. It summarizes the objective, data, methodology, and main findings effectively. However, the authors could briefly mention the policy implications of their findings (e.g., strengthening institutions to sustain growth), which would make the abstract more impactful.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The econometric methodology (ARDL bounds testing, unit root tests, ECM, robustness checks with FMOLS and CCR) is appropriate and well justified. Results are clearly presented in tables and figures, and the discussion is consistent with the findings. The only suggestion is to further explain why some variables (FDI, capital formation) have negative or insignificant impacts in the Indian context, as this may puzzle readers.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally adequate and include both classical and recent works (up to 2023). However, a few additional recent references (post-2022) could be added to further strengthen the literature review, especially regarding governance and growth in South Asia.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is clear, formal, and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical editing in some long sentences would improve readability, but overall, the writing is of good quality.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is relevant, timely, and addresses an important gap in governance–growth research in India. With minor improvements, particularly in expanding the discussion on policy implications and providing more explanation for counterintuitive findings, it can make a valuable contribution to the literature.
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