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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Studies on heavy metals in aquatic environments have been a major environmental focus in recent years. Heavy metal pollution in aquatic ecosystems is a global problem driven by industrialization, urbanization and climate change. Heavy metals not only threaten aquatic ecosystems but also pose a risk to human health through the consumption of contaminated water and seafood. The results obtained from this study will provide information on the levels of heavy metals in water, sediments and fish of the Niger River, contributing to the effective monitoring of Co, Mn, Fe and Ag.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title summarizes the main idea of the manuscript; therefore, it is suitable.
Authors should choose better keywords.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly states the purpose of the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The information provided in the manuscript is consistent with other studies on heavy metal levels in aquatic ecosystems.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The number of references is sufficient to research needs.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language of the article is clear and suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	There are some changes to be made to the Methods section:
1. Describe when were the water, sediment, and fish samples collected;
2. Describe the procedures for sediment sample collection, preservation and chemical analyses;

3. Describe the procedures for fish sample preparation and analysis;

4. Indicate wavelength of each heavy metal (Co, Mn, Fe and Ag) in the AAS analysis.
5. Information about the steps of the AAS analysis (sample preparation, lamp selection, nebulizer setup and measurement) is not necessary;
6. Indicate the statistical method used in data analysis.
In the Results and Discussion section:

1. Indicate the concentrations of heavy metals (Co, Mn, Fe and Ag) in water according to international standards or data from different authors;
2. Provide data on heavy metal concentrations in sediments according to the Sediment Quality Guideline or provide data from other literature sources;

3. Indicate the values of heavy metal concentrations in fish according to literature sources;
4. Authors should add “mg/kg” or “mg/L” in the titles of tables.
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