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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important issue by applying spatial and statistical models to understand crime and violence trends in Mombasa County, Kenya. Urban crime has serious social, economic, and governance implications, and the integration of GIS-based methods with statistical modeling (KDE, Moran’s I, Poisson regression) provides useful insights for policy and planning. The study is particularly relevant because empirical work of this nature in the East African context is still limited. It therefore contributes both to the academic literature and to practical crime prevention strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and reflects both the scope and methodology of the study. It is specific and informative. No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally well-structured and summarizes the study’s objectives, methods, and findings. However, it could benefit from more concise phrasing to avoid repetition (the first two paragraphs largely repeat themselves). It would also be helpful if the abstract briefly highlighted the practical policy implications of the findings, as this would strengthen its relevance for readers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The methodology, Moran’s I for spatial autocorrelation, and Poisson regression for temporal modeling is appropriate and clearly described. The results are systematically presented and supported by tables, graphs, and maps. One limitation, however, is that the study relies only on officially reported crime data, which may not capture underreporting or informal crime records. The authors acknowledge this limitation, but further reflection on how underreporting may bias the spatial patterns would strengthen the discussion.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are largely sufficient and cover both classical and recent works. However, a few key criminological and GIS-based studies in Africa could be included for broader context. For example, more recent Kenyan or East African studies applying geospatial analysis would enrich the discussion. Please ensure all references are accurate and accessible
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in generally good English, though there are minor grammatical issues and occasional awkward phrasing (e.g., “Criminal activities are pervasive national security threat” should read “a pervasive national security threat”). A careful language edit would improve readability and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this is a valuable study with robust methods and relevant findings. The maps and figures are informative, but some of them are crowded with too much detail; simplifying or improving visual clarity would help. I encourage the authors to strengthen the policy recommendations, perhaps linking them more explicitly to actionable steps for county governments or law enforcement.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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