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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript presents the availability of career guidance services among secondary school students in three provinces of the subcontinent of India. The choice of topic raises interesting professional questions, particularly in connection with the processing of the career education survey attached to the OECD PISA survey.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is fine. Probably I would suggest a bit different one. Like “Availability of secondary school career guidance services in three Indian states”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract should list the key findings of the research, namely that school career guidance services are limited in their availability. It should be shaped in such a way as to attract the attention of future readers, e.g. it could be combined with the latest findings of the OCED. see details here https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/career-guidance.html 
OECD (2025), The State of Global Teenage Career Preparation, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/d5f8e3f2-en.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	I suggest deleting the tables containing detailed data collection samples or placing them in the appendix to the article, e.g. Tables 1 and 2, as the charts in their current form are not sufficiently informative. On the other hand, the manuscript lacks a presentation of the 25-question survey questionnaire (student self-assessment).  This is identical to the OECD PISA 2012 questionnaire. If so, please present it; if not, why not? e.g. this reference  has been missing Richard Sweet, Kari Nissinen and Raimo Vuorinen (2012). An analysis of the career development items in PISA 2012 and of their relationship to the characteristics of countries, schools, students and families
ELGPN Research Paper No. 1  U of Jyvaskyla URL: https://www.elgpn.eu/publications/browse-by-language/english/elgpn-research-paper-no.-1-pisa/view 
I also suggest the following fresh articles  

Pálvölgyi, L. (2024). Effects of a career education classroom course on high school students' career management competencies and career orientation in Hungary. Hungarian Educational Research Journal, 14(3), 332-351. https://doi.org/10.1556/063.2024.00287 
CERIC (2020).   The role of career education on students’ education choices and post-secondary outcomes. Canada Url: https://ceric.ca/projects/role-of-career-education-on-high-school-students-education-choices-and-post-secondary-outcomes/ 

Einarsdottir, S., Thomsen, R., Hansen, J.D., Berg, E., Ruusuvirta-Uuksulainen, O., Jensen, I. and Kjærgaard, R. (2023) ‘Career Education in the Nordic Countries: A Comparison of National Legislation and Compulsory School Curricula’, Nordic Journal of Transitions, Careers and Guidance, 4(1), p. 97–112. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript should present international benchmarks, e.g., the results of the OECD studies mentioned above and several authors who examine school career guidance. In its current state, the manuscript refers to policy documents from the WEF, OECD, and UNESCO from 20 years ago, but does not place the topic in the context of career guidance research.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript alternates between UK and US English. I suggest committing to one, e.g. customized or customised, counseling or counselling .ect. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	However, my most important comment is that the authors should present the questionnaire/survey used in the research in detail and link it to other international tools, such as OECD PISA or UK Gatsby benchmark, etc. The presentation of the analysis should be transparent. From a quantitative point of view, very detailed and unnecessary sampling presentations can and should be reduced. I also considered that the authors did not reveal anything about the representativeness of the 900-person sample. As a reader, I understood that it was not representative. If it is, please provide a detailed presentation of this, e.g., the SES data for students in the three provinces is completely missing, see again the PISA recordings.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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