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ABSTRACT
Krishi Vigyan Kendra is an institutional innovation of the Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) to demonstrate the recent technology and results of agricultural research on the farmer’s field in the rural area with the help of multi-disciplinary team of scientists. The present study was undertaken at Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Maulasar. A total of 113 beneficiaries were selected from four villages using proportionate random sampling. Data were collected through a structured interview schedule and analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation and correlation coefficient. The results revealed that most beneficiaries were from the middle age group, had primary to middle school education and belonged to medium-sized families. The majority possessed semi-medium landholdings with agriculture and dairy as their main occupation and fell into the medium category for income, farming experience, innovativeness, economic motivation and scientific orientation. Beneficiaries also showed medium exposure to mass media, training programmes and Frontline demonstrations conducted. Analysis indicated that the majority of respondents expressed a favourable attitude towards KVK activities such as training, demonstrations and advisory services. Correlation analysis further revealed that education, farming experience; innovativeness, economic motivation, scientific orientation, mass media exposure, training received and FLD conducted were positively and significantly associated with attitude, while age, landholding and family size showed non-significant relationships. The study concludes that KVK Maulasar plays a vital role in developing a positive attitude among farmers, thereby motivating them to adopt improved agricultural practices.
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INTRODUCTION
Agriculture serves as the main livelihood for approximately 54.60% of India's population and contributes around 14.7% to the national GDP with nearly 219.16 million hectares of land under cultivation (GoI, 2023–24). As of 2025, a total of 731 KVK have been set up nationwide. Fully funded by the Government of India, KVK are affiliated with Agricultural Universities and ICAR research institutes. They operate with the objective of promoting science and technology-driven agricultural growth aimed at improving productivity, profitability and sustainability (Kumar B, 2018). There are 47 Krishi Vigyan Kendra’s functioning in 41 districts across Rajasthan, emphasizing their crucial role in the effective and timely transfer of technology to farmers. Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) in Maulasar, established in 2012 by ICAR under the Agriculture University, Jodhpur, aims to promote modern agricultural techniques among farmers (Anonymous, 2015).
Krishi Vigyan Kendra is an institutional innovation of the Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) to demonstrate the recent technology and results of agricultural research on the farmer’s field in the rural area with the help of multi-disciplinary team of scientists (Khare and Rajan, 2014). It offers skill and knowledge oriented trainings in multidisciplinary areas like crop production and plant protection, horticulture, Animal Sciences and Fisheries, Home Science and Agricultural extension. (Rajan et al., 2016). The KVK today has sufficient resources to impart training skills for not only the farmers but also to the rural youth. (Rajan et al., 2015). 
The need for demonstration can’t be overlooked particularly in India where the majority farmers are marginal to small. There are number of practices in agriculture which are very economical and low cost technology but farmers could not adopt only because they don’t believe that such a low cost technology can increase their yield up to 20-30 per cent. In such cases demonstrations plays a vital role in convincing the farmers or change the attitude of farmers towards any technology. Attitude plays a pivotal role in influencing one’s behaviour with respect to a particular psychological object (Singh et al., 2010). A positive attitude encourages farmers to participate in training programs, front line demonstrations and other KVK activities. It directly influences the adoption of new technologies, as farmers with a favourable attitude are more open to innovations and scientific farming practices. Attitude, therefore, acts as a driving force for active participation, motivating farmers to embrace improved methods that contribute to agricultural growth and rural development. (Rajan et al., 2020). Vocational training mainly concerns itself with creating awareness regarding new technologies for improving rural people's livelihood security, conducting trainings for women to make them self-dependent in the farming community; and developing interest among the rural youth in agriculture (Sarkar et al., 2022 and Rajpoot et al., 2023).  In view of the above fact vocational training has been marked as one of the most important mandate of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, which serves the rural people as an innovative institution. Vocational training helps to correlate education with the source of living (Rana et al., 2018). Krishi Vigyan Kendra's are grass root level institutions imparting training programme for the rural people, undoubtedly training programme helps to improve knowledge and skills of farmers. (Rajan, 2014 and Rana et al, 2021). Therefore, keeping the view in mind, the present study entitled as “Attitudinal Analysis of Beneficiaries towards Various Activities of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Maulasar, Rajasthan” was conducted.
METHODOLOGY
The KVK, Maulasar of Didwana-Kuchaman district of Rajasthan was selected for the study because of its strategic focus on improving agricultural practices in an arid region.The Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Maulasar was purposively selected for the study due to its active involvement in farmer-oriented activities such as training programmes, Front Line Demonstrations (FLD), On-Farm Testing (OFT), Kisan Gosthies and agricultural fairs during the period 2021–2023. The KVK Maulasar has adopted five villages i.e., Maulasar, Didwana, Kuchaman, Nawa and Ladnu. Out of the five adopted blocks the Maulasar block was selected purposively on the basis of having the maximum number of beneficiaries. From this block, KVK had adopted six villages, out of which four villages were purposively selected due to their higher number of beneficiaries. A list of beneficiaries from the selected villages was obtained from the KVK and 15 percent of beneficiaries from each village were selected using proportionate random sampling. Thus, the total sample size for the study was 113 respondents.



RESULT AND DISCUSSION
 Table 1: Distribution of beneficiaries according to their attitude towards activities of KVK
	Category

	Beneficiaries

	
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Less Favourable (≤30.81)
	21
	18.58

	Favourable (30.81 - 43.49)
	75
	66.37

	Highly Favourable (≥43.49)
	17
	15.04

	Total
	113
	100.00

	                                                     Mean 37.15                              S.D 6.33


Table 1 indicated that, maximum number of beneficiaries 66.37 per cent exhibited a favourable attitude. This was followed by 18.58 per cent who had a less favourable attitude, while 15.04 per cent demonstrated a highly favourable attitude.
Table 2: Number of activities performed by the KVK during 2021 to 2023
	Activities
	2021 
	2022 
	2023 
	Total
	Total percent

	Advisory Services
	30
(81.08)
	2
(5.41)
	5
(13.51) 
	37

	11.67
(100.00)

	Diagnostic visits
	4
(26.66)
	9
(60)
	2
(13.33)
	15

	4.73
(100.00)

	Field Day
	12
(31.57)
	16
(42.10)
	10
(26.31)
	38

	11.98
(100.00)

	Kisan Ghosthi
	5
(16.66)
	16
(53.33)
	9
(30)
	30

	9.46
(100.00)

	Film Show
	2
(7.69)
	3
(11.53)
	21
(80.76)
	26

	8.20
(100.00)

	Group discussions
	1
(12.5)
	2
(25)
	5
(62.5)
	8

	2.52
(100.00)

	Kisan Mela
	2
(25)
	4
(50)
	2
(25)
	8

	2.52
(100.00)

	Exhibition
	5
(33.33)
	3
(20)
	7
(46.66)
	15

	4.73
(100.00)

	Scientists' visit to farmers field
	22
(21.35)
	26
(25.24)
	55
(53.39)
	103

	32.49
(100.00)

	Method Demonstrations
	10
(43.47)
	3
(13.04)
	10
(43.47)
	23

	7.26
(100.00)

	Celebration of important days
	6
(42.85)
	5
(35.71)
	3
(21.42)
	14

	4.41
(100.00)

	Total
	99
	89
	129
	317
	100


Table 2 shows that, during 2021 to 2023, the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Maulasar has organized a total of 317 programmes with the highest number conducted in 2023. Among the various activities, Scientists' visits to farmers’ fields were the most frequent, accounting for 103 activities (32.49%), followed by Field Days with 38 programmes (11.98%), Kisan Ghosthis30 (9.46%), and Film Shows 26 (8.20%). Advisory Services were conducted 37 times (11.67%), while Method Demonstrations were held 23 times (7.26%). Other activities included Diagnostic Visits15 (4.73%), Exhibitions 15 (4.73%), Celebration of Important Days14 (4.41%), Kisan Melas8 (2.52%) and Group Discussions8 (2.52%).
Table 3: Number of beneficiaries participated in the KVK programmes during 2021-23
	Activities
	2021
	2022
	2023
	Total
	Total percent

	Advisory Services
	314
(23.90)
	754
(57.38)
	560
(42.62)
	1314

	7.72
(100.00)

	Diagnostic visits
	15
(17.24)
	52
(59.77)
	35
(40.23)
	87

	0.50
(100.00)

	Field Day
	504
(37.42)
	234
(17.37)
	609
(45.21)
	1347

	7.68
(100.00)

	Kisan Ghosthi
	150
(12.82)
	695
(59.61)
	321
(27.53)
	1166
	6.68
(100.00)

	Film Show
	46
(5,58)
	145
(17.60)
	633
(76.82)
	824
	5.70
(100.00)

	Group discussions
	30
(9.38)
	25
(7.81)
	265
(82.81)
	320

	1.83
(100.00)

	Kisan Mela
	1125
(38.95)
	950
(32.89)
	813
(28.15)
	2888
	16.48
(100.00)

	Exhibition
	750
(10.18)
	950
(12.89)
	5670
(76.93)
	7370

	42.06
(100.00)

	Scientists' visit to farmers field
	261
(27.88)
	290
(30.98)
	385
(41.13)
	936
	6.34
(100.00)

	Method Demonstrations
	243
(45.34)
	80
(14.93)
	213
(39.74)
	536

	4.05
(100.00)

	Celebration of important days
	64
(15.92)
	164
(40.80)
	174
(43.28)
	402

	3.29
(100.00)

	Total
	3502
	4339
	9678
	17519
	100


Table 3 shows that, during 2021 to 2023, a total of 17,519 beneficiaries in various activities conducted by the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Maulasar. The highest number of beneficiaries was recorded in 2023, (55.24%), followed by (24.76%) in 2022 and (19.98%) in 2021. Among all activities, Exhibitions drew the largest attendance with 7,370 beneficiaries (42.06%), followed by Kisan Melas with 2,888 beneficiaries (16.48%) and Field Days with 1,347 (7.68%). Other key activities included Kisan Ghosthis (6.68%), Advisory Services (7.72%) and Film Shows (5.70%). Engagement in Method Demonstrations (4.05%), Scientists' Visits (6.34%) and Celebration of Important Days (3.29%) further showcased KVK’s farmer-centric approach.
Table: 4 Relationship between independent variables with the Attitude towards activities of KVK
	Sr. No
	Variables
	Correlation coefficient (r) 

	1
	Age
	0.168*

	2
	Education
	0.171*

	3
	Size of family
	-0.051NS

	4
	Land holding
	0.029NS

	5
	Occupation
	0.129NS

	6
	Annual income
	0.172*

	7
	Farming experience
	0.168*

	8
	Economic motivation
	0.166*

	9
	Innovativeness
	0.179*

	10
	Scientific orientation
	0.193*

	11
	Mass media exposure
	0.162*

	12
	Training received 
	0.174*

	13
	Front line demonstration Conducted
	0.181*


*Significant at 0.05 level              NS: Non-significant
Table 4 shows that age, education, annual income, farming experience, economic motivation, innovativeness, scientific orientation, mass media exposure, training received, and FLD conducted (Front Line Demonstration) were found to be significantly associated with Attitude towards the activities of KVK. On the other hand,  size of family, landholding and occupation were found to be non-significant, while size of family showed a negative but significant relationship with attitude towards the activities of KVK.
Table 5: Constraints faced by the beneficiaries in adoption of technologies
	S. No
	Constraints
	Beneficiaries

	
	
	MPS
	Rank

	1
	Gender disparities in access to resources
	90.70
	III

	2
	Limited access to affordable credit facilities
	69.50
	VIII

	3
	Untimely availability of critical inputs
	92.50
	II

	4
	Strong attachment to traditional farming practices
	78.30
	IV

	5
	Lack of technical knowledge for proper implementation
	74.30
	VI

	6
	Climate risks affecting technology performance
	73.00
	VII

	7
	Soil-specific incompatibility issues
	63.70
	IX

	8
	Insufficient demonstration of successful cases
	75.70
	V

	9
	High initial investment costs for new technologies
	93.40
	I


MPS- Mean Percentage Score
The data presented in Table 5 revealed that multiple responses were reported regarding the constraints faced by the beneficiaries in the adoption of technologies. The highest percentage of KVK beneficiaries 93.40 per cent expressed that high initial investment costs for new technologies were the major constraint, followed by untimely availability of critical inputs 92.05 per cent and gender disparities in access to resources 90.70 per cent. Other significant constraints reported were strong attachment to traditional farming practices 78.30 per cent, insufficient demonstration of successful cases 75.70 per cent, lack of technical knowledge for proper implementation 74.30 per cent and climate risks affecting technology performance 73.00 per cent. In addition, some beneficiaries also highlighted limited access to affordable credit facilities 69.50 per cent and soil-specific incompatibility issues 63.70 per cent as barriers to technology adoption.
CONCLUSION
It is concluded that, maximum number of beneficiaries 66.37 per cent exhibited a favourable attitude towards activities of KVK. Among the various activities, Scientists' visits to farmers’ fields were the most frequent, accounting for 103 activities (32.49%) performed during 2021-2023. Regarding the beneficiaries participated in the KVK programmes. Exhibitions drew the largest attendance with 7,370 beneficiaries 42.06 per cent during 2021-2023. Correlation analysis indicated that variables like education, farming experience, economic motivation, innovativeness, scientific orientation, mass media exposure, training received and FLD conducted were positively and significantly associated with attitude, while landholding and occupation showed non-significant relationships. Overall, KVK Maulasar has played a vital role in developing positive attitudes among farmers, thereby encouraging the adoption of improved agricultural practices.
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