EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	1.
One notable limitation of the manuscript is the absence of statistical analysis of the data. Without appropriate statistical treatment, it is difficult to draw strong conclusions or to generalize the findings across broader germplasm collections and environments.

2.
This study did not address important aspects such as the genetic basis of resistance in the identified lines. The promising lines (EC-41890, OL-1-3, P-650, LCK-206, BAU-1892, OL-93418-1, LC-1009, Chipilima, and others) should be evaluated under different ecological conditions of India that differ in soil and climatic factors from those of Odisha. The results of such comparative studies would substantially enhance the scientific value of this manuscript.
	1. We thank the reviewer for this important observation. We acknowledge that the absence of detailed statistical analysis is a limitation of the present study. The primary objective of this work was to provide an initial screening and identification of promising lines, and therefore we focused mainly on descriptive data following the standard disease screening Scale for powdery mildew reaction. Thus, no statistical analysis was done.
2. We appreciate the reviewer’s valuable suggestion. We agree that understanding the genetic basis of resistance and evaluating the promising lines across diverse ecological conditions are important steps to validate their stability and adaptability. While the current study was restricted to Odisha conditions due to resource and time constraints, we fully acknowledge the importance of multi-location evaluations. We have now highlighted this limitation in the revised manuscript and added it as a future research priority. In ongoing and planned trials, these lines are being tested across different agro-ecological regions of India, and we expect that such studies will provide deeper insights into their performance and genetic basis of resistance.
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