Editor’s Comment:
Accepted after minor revision
1. One notable limitation of the manuscript is the absence of statistical analysis of the data. Without appropriate statistical treatment, it is difficult to draw strong conclusions or to generalize the findings across broader germplasm collections and environments.
2. This study did not address important aspects such as the genetic basis of resistance in the identified lines. The promising lines (EC-41890, OL-1-3, P-650, LCK-206, BAU-1892, OL-93418-1, LC-1009, Chipilima, and others) should be evaluated under different ecological conditions of India that differ in soil and climatic factors from those of Odisha. The results of such comparative studies would substantially enhance the scientific value of this manuscript.
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