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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to the growing literature on financial literacy and behavioral finance in developing economies. By exploring the interrelationships between financial literacy, self-control, saving behavior, and investment awareness among individual investors in Uttar Pradesh, it provides valuable empirical evidence for policymakers, educators, and financial institutions. The findings can guide the design of targeted financial education and awareness programs, which are crucial for improving investment participation and financial well-being in emerging markets.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is mostly suitable and reflects the core of the study. However, for improved academic clarity, it may be revised as:
"Determinants of Investment Awareness: The Role of Financial Literacy, Self-Control, and Saving Behavior among Individual Investors in Uttar Pradesh"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative and summarizes the study objectives, methods, and results well. However, it can be improved by:

· Adding theoretical underpinnings (e.g., Behavioral Life Cycle Theory, Social Cognitive Theory) briefly.

· Including implications for future research and practice in one sentence.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. It uses robust statistical methods (PLS-SEM, reliability/validity assessments, mediation analysis), an appropriate sample size, and strong theoretical foundations. The integration of theories with empirical testing strengthens its contribution. However, the discussion could be expanded by comparing findings with similar studies in other Indian states or countries.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and include several recent works (2020–2024). However, a few more India-specific studies on financial literacy and behavioral finance could enrich the context (e.g., RBI reports or SEBI investor surveys).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable, but minor grammatical corrections and sentence restructuring are needed for improved readability. Some parts are overly descriptive and can be made more concise.


	

	Optional/General comments


	  Figures (conceptual and structural models) should have clearer captions and numbering.

  The conclusion can be strengthened by adding practical recommendations for policymakers and financial institutions.

  Tables could be better formatted for readability.

Minor Revision – mainly for language improvement, clearer tables/figures, and a slightly expanded discussion section.
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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