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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study emphasizes the potential role of ATM surfaces as fomites in the transmission of -drug-resistant nosocomial pathogens. It underscores the need for:

· Regular disinfection of public touch surfaces,

· Enhanced hand hygiene among users,

· Infection control measures in healthcare environments, and

· Rational antibiotic multi use to limit the emergence of resistance.

It serves as a call for public health interventions to address microbial risks in everyday settings beyond clinical environments.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, it is suitable 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It is comprehensive 
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	Optional/General comments


	· The study addresses a highly relevant and often overlooked public health issue: the contamination of commonly touched surfaces such as ATMs. By linking ATM usage to potential nosocomial infections, especially near hospital zones, the research provides valuable evidence supporting the need for broader hygiene interventions beyond healthcare settings.
· The use of standard microbiological techniques and antibiotic susceptibility testing (disc diffusion, ESBL screening) adds credibility to the findings. Inclusion of both cultural and biochemical methods strengthens the identification of isolates.

· By showing high levels of antibiotic resistance and ESBL production among environmental isolates, the study raises important concerns about the silent spread of resistant bacteria in community settings—not just hospitals.

· Small Sample Size (14 ATMs) limits generalizability.

· The study did not compare contamination levels with non-hospital zones or assess seasonal variability.

· Lack of molecular typing (e.g., PCR, gene sequencing) means resistance mechanisms were not genetically confirmed.
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