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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds substantial value for the scientific community by advancing research on eco-friendly and sustainable disease management practices in groundnut cultivation. It addresses a critical agricultural challenge—Cercospora leaf spot—by demonstrating the efficacy of biocontrol agents like Pseudomonas fluorescens and neem oil in real field conditions, offering a viable alternative to chemical fungicides. The study’s detailed agronomic data highlight measurable improvements in plant growth parameters and pod yield, establishing a foundation for integrated pest management strategies. Moreover, the work contributes to global efforts in reducing agricultural losses while promoting environmentally conscious crop protection techniques, particularly important for resource-constrained farming systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title clearly conveys the study’s goal, but it could benefit from sharper phrasing and scientific precision to better capture attention and scope. 
Alternative title:

 "Eco-Friendly Management of Cercospora Leaf Spot in Groundnut Using Biocontrol Agents and Essential Oils"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract presents valuable information, but with a few refinements, it could become even more compelling and structured for scientific readership.
Add a brief aim/objective sentence at the beginning to frame the study: e.g., “This study aimed to evaluate biological and botanical treatments for effective management of Cercospora leaf spot in groundnut.”

Include a concluding sentence summarizing the implications: e.g., “The findings suggest that combined use of Pseudomonas fluorescens and neem oil could serve as a sustainable alternative to conventional disease control in groundnut cultivation.”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears scientifically sound and well-grounded. It clearly identifies a relevant agricultural issue, outlines an experimental design using biological and botanical treatments, and presents measurable field results with growth and yield metrics. The methodology aligns with accepted practices in plant pathology and agronomy, and the use of Pseudomonas fluorescens and neem oil is supported by previous literature as viable biocontrol agents.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are OK, but You might consider citing the following papers to enrich your literature foundation:

1. Sharma et al., 2020. “Biological control of fungal pathogens using Pseudomonas fluorescens.” Journal of Plant Diseases and Protection.
2. Prabhukarthikeyan et al., 2018. “Neem oil as an antifungal agent in managing foliar diseases of legumes.” Crop Protection.
3. Ghosh et al., 2019. “Eco-friendly approaches for the management of Cercospora leaf spot in groundnut.” Indian Journal of Agricultural Sciences.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language quality of your article is largely appropriate for scholarly communications, especially in terms of clarity, focus, and technical vocabulary.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a pressing issue in groundnut cultivation—Cercospora leaf spot disease—with a well-designed field study rooted in sustainable practices. The use of Pseudomonas fluorescens and neem oil highlights an important shift toward eco-friendly disease management strategies, which aligns well with global trends in agricultural research and sustainable development goals.

The structure of the manuscript is clear, with well-defined sections that guide the reader through the rationale, methodology, results, and implications. Your data presentation is thorough, and the quantitative results effectively support your conclusions. The inclusion of plant growth dynamics, such as height and branching, adds valuable agronomic context beyond mere disease control.
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