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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript offers critical insights into the consumption patterns and constraints of apples and apple-based products in Shimla, the leading apple-producing district in Himachal Pradesh. By systematically comparing urban and rural consumers, the study fills significant gaps in the literature on the demand side of the apple value chain, which has previously focused mainly on production and marketing. The identification of specific barriers—such as seasonal scarcity, high prices, limited product awareness, and taste mismatch—provides actionable evidence for researchers, producers, and policymakers seeking to enhance market linkages, diversify apple products, and improve consumer
access. This research is especially valuable to the scientific community as it informs strategies for product
development, market expansion, and agricultural planning, thereby supporting sustainable growth in apple-producing regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title “Consumption pattern of apple, its products and constraints in the Shimla district of Himachal Pradesh” is suitable for the manuscript. It accurately reflects the main focus of the research by explicitly mentioning the study of consumption patterns, value-added apple products, and the constraints faced by consumers—all of which are central themes discussed in the article. Furthermore, the title
specifies the geographical scope (Shimla district, Himachal Pradesh), making it clear and relevant for researchers interested in regional studies or fruit consumption trends
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract of the article is quite comprehensive. It succinctly summarizes the purpose, methods, key findings, and conclusions of the study, covering the major elements needed for an effective scientific abstract. It clearly states the focus on consumption patterns and constraints, the sample size and design, differences between urban and rural respondents, and the implications for value chain development.
However, there are a few suggestions for improvement:
· Consider mentioning the year of study (2024) in the abstract, as it adds temporal clarity and aligns with the details in the main text.
· Briefly state which specific apple-based products were studied (e.g., apple juice, jam, vinegar, flour/cereal) as listed in the main body, to clarify scope for readers.
· The methodology could benefit from a clearer indication that Garrett’s ranking technique was
used specifically for prioritizing constraints.
· The abstract could mention the main recommendations more explicitly, such as promoting targeted awareness efforts and affordable pricing, to strengthen the action-oriented aspect.
· There is no need to delete any major points, but consider tightening the text for clarity and conciseness to maximize impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically correct. It uses a clear research design with a structured interview schedule, random sampling, and appropriate statistical tools—such as tabular analysis and Garrett’s ranking technique—appropriate for descriptive consumer studies. The data collection is well-documented, and the distinction between urban and rural consumption patterns is thoroughly analyzed with supporting quantitative results, lending credibility to the findings. The identification of constraints and interpretation of motives are consistent with standard practices in consumer behavior research.
Throughout the manuscript, there is logical flow from introduction, methodology, results, and discussion to conclusions. The analysis supports the claims, and the recommendations are based on study data. This scientific rigor ensures the accuracy and reliability of the results and their relevance for both researchers and policymakers.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are generally sufficient and include a mix of recent and relevant sources, with citations ranging from 2013 to 2024. There is adequate coverage of studies related to fruit consumption patterns, consumer preferences, and value-added products in different regions, which supports the context and findings of the manuscript. The most recent citation from 2024 enhances the relevance of the literature base.
If suggestions for additional references are needed, you may consider the following:
· Including more region-specific or international comparative studies on apple consumption and value chains to broaden the scope.
· Adding references on advancements in value-added product development, consumer awareness initiatives, or marketing strategies in horticulture.
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	· Recent government or industry reports (2023–2025) on apple production, consumer trends, or processed fruit market growth could further strengthen the manuscript.
Overall, the reference list meets scientific standards, but adding recent global or national reports and comparative research could enhance the discussion and contextualize findings further.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communications. The manuscript is written in a clear, coherent, and formal style, appropriate for scientific discourse and academic publication. The structure and vocabulary are consistent with scholarly standards, and the arguments are logically presented with supporting data. While there are minor areas where sentences could be tightened for greater clarity or flow, overall, the writing is professional and easily understandable by the target audience of researchers and
policymakers.
	

	Optional/General comments
	-
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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