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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the agricultural economics literature by addressing a significant research gap in apple value chain analysis. While extensive research exists on apple production and marketing in India's major growing regions, the consumption patterns and consumer constraints for both fresh apples and value-added products have received limited scholarly attention, particularly in production areas like Himachal Pradesh's Shimla district.

The study's findings are particularly important for policymakers and industry stakeholders as they reveal substantial disparities between urban and rural consumption behaviors, with urban consumers showing 42% consumption of value-added products compared to only 22% in rural areas despite the latter's proximity to production. The identification of key constraints—seasonal scarcity in urban areas, high prices in rural areas, and limited awareness of processed products—provides actionable insights for developing targeted interventions to strengthen market linkages and enhance value chain competitiveness.

From a methodological standpoint, the research employs robust analytical techniques including Garrett's ranking method to prioritize consumer constraints, providing a replicable framework for similar studies in other horticultural value chains. The comprehensive examination of consumption patterns, expenditure behaviors, and constraint analysis offers valuable baseline data that can inform evidence-based policy decisions for the Indian apple industry and guide future research in fruit consumption dynamics
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is not entirely suitable as it lacks specificity and clarity about the study's scope and geographical focus.

Current title: "Apples are a major fruit crop in India, particularly in Himachal Pradesh, where favourable climatic conditions support large-scale production..."

This appears to be the opening sentence of the abstract rather than the actual title. If this were intended as a title, it would be problematic as it's too lengthy and descriptive rather than concise and informative.

Suggested alternative title: "Consumption Patterns and Constraints of Fresh Apples and Value-Added Products: Evidence from Shimla District, Himachal Pradesh"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive but requires improvements in methodology clarity (add specific data collection methods and timeline), enhanced quantitative results (include specific expenditure figures and awareness percentages), better structural organization (group consumption patterns, expenditure, and constraints more logically), and more concise language by removing redundant phrases about value chain development while adding brief acknowledgment of study limitations.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	I find this manuscript to be generally scientifically sound with a well-structured methodology and clear presentation of results. The authors appropriately employ random sampling techniques and utilize Garrett's ranking method for constraint analysis, which is suitable for prioritizing consumer-perceived barriers. The demographic data presentation and tabular analysis provide comprehensive insights into consumption patterns between urban and rural consumers in the study area.

However, several methodological concerns need to be addressed to strengthen the scientific rigor. The sample size of 100 respondents lacks statistical justification, and the study would benefit from power analysis to validate the adequacy of this sample. More critically, the manuscript presents only descriptive statistics without inferential testing to determine if observed differences between urban and rural consumption patterns are statistically significant. The data collection instrument lacks validation details, including pilot testing or reliability measures, which are essential for ensuring data quality.

The study's scope limitations also require better acknowledgment. Findings from Shimla district alone may not be generalizable to broader regions, and the timing of data collection could introduce seasonal bias that affects consumption and expenditure patterns. Additionally, the selection criteria for processed apple products studied lacks scientific justification based on market data or consumption surveys. While the research addresses an important gap in apple value chain literature, these methodological improvements would enhance the manuscript's scientific credibility and contribution to the field.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list inadequate and insufficiently current for a 2024 study. With only 7 references, the manuscript lacks comprehensive literature support, and while most citations are relatively recent (2019-2024), they fail to cover essential aspects of the research topic. The existing references primarily address general consumption patterns of various food products but lack specific studies on apple consumption dynamics, value chain analysis methodologies, or constraint identification techniques in horticultural contexts.

The manuscript would significantly benefit from additional references in several key areas. First, apple-specific studies examining consumption trends in India and global apple value chains from recent years (2020-2024) are essential to establish the research context. Second, methodological references on Garrett's ranking technique applications in agricultural research would strengthen the analytical approach. Third, contemporary studies on horticultural value chain development in India, particularly from specialized journals like Agricultural Economics Research Review or Indian Journal of Agricultural Economics, would enhance theoretical grounding. Additionally, region-specific studies focusing on Himachal Pradesh's apple economy, government policy documents related to the National Horticulture Mission, and international comparative research on apple consumption in developing countries would provide valuable contextual support.

To meet academic standards, the authors should expand their literature base to include at least 15-20 relevant references, ensuring better theoretical foundation and proper positioning of their work within the broader scholarly discourse on fruit consumption patterns and agricultural value chain analysis.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality of the manuscript is generally acceptable but requires moderate revision to meet high scholarly communication standards. While the content is clearly understandable and the technical terminology is appropriately used, several language issues detract from the overall professional presentation.

Areas requiring improvement include: Minor grammatical errors throughout the text, such as missing articles and occasional subject-verb disagreements. The writing style tends toward verbosity in places, with some sentences that could be more concise for better clarity. Additionally, there are instances of awkward phrasing and word choice that, while not impeding comprehension, could be refined for smoother readability. The manuscript would benefit from more precise academic language in certain sections, particularly in the results and discussion where some statements could be more definitive.

Specific concerns: Some transitions between paragraphs could be smoother, and the abstract contains repetitive phrasing that should be streamlined. The methodology section, while comprehensive, includes some unnecessarily complex sentence structures that could be simplified without losing technical accuracy. Table captions and figure descriptions are adequate but could be more descriptive to enhance standalone comprehension.

Recommendation: The manuscript would benefit from thorough language editing by a native English speaker or professional editing service specializing in academic writing. With moderate revision focusing on sentence structure, conciseness, and flow, the language quality would meet the standards expected for publication in a reputable scholarly journal. The technical content is sound, and the language issues are primarily stylistic rather than substantive
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