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	“Vegetation Change and Human Impact in Archaeological Sites: A Comprehensive Review” offers an insightful synthesis of how vegetation dynamics and human activities intersect to influence the preservation and interpretation of archaeological landscapes. The review underscores the dual role of vegetation: while it can enhance the aesthetic and ecological value of archaeological sites, it also poses risks to their structural integrity and visibility. For instance, invasive plant species can physically disrupt archaeological layers, and dense vegetation can obscure site features, complicating conservation efforts. The study also highlights the importance of integrating vegetation management into archaeological site conservation, advocating for strategies that balance ecological considerations with the need to protect cultural heritage. By examining various case studies and employing interdisciplinary approaches, the review contributes valuable perspectives to the field of heritage conservation, emphasizing the need for sustainable and informed vegetation management practices in archaeological contexts.

This comprehensive review compellingly illuminates the intricate interplay between vegetation dynamics and human influence across archaeological landscapes, showcasing vegetation not merely as a backdrop but as an active participant in the narrative of preservation and decay. It expertly balances the dual identity of vegetation—sometimes a guardian, shielding fragile structures from weathering and pollution, as seen in Italian and Greek heritage studies, yet frequently a subtle threat through root intrusion, chemical degradation, or invasive species compromise. The review’s strength lies in its interdisciplinary scope, drawing on remote sensing data from Arctic sites to reveal how altered soil chemistry at archaeological locations fosters distinctive, more robust plant growth that both conceals and conserves buried remains. Most importantly, it advances nuanced conservation strategies—advocating for vegetation as both a bioindicator of past land use and a modern protective layer—while underscoring the importance of tailored management that harmonizes ecological value, visitor comfort, and cultural resilience.
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