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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers a comprehensive ethnographic study of the Empanada Festival dance in Batac, Ilocos Norte, providing a crucial record of local traditions and movements that are at risk of being lost due to modernization. By including voices from dancers, choreographers, elders, and cultural advocates, the paper promotes inclusive and community-based research methods that empower indigenous narratives and local knowledge systems. The findings support global discourses on safeguarding ICH, aligning with UNESCO’s advocacy on preserving cultural practices by showcasing how traditional dance functions as both a repository and a living expression of identity.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	An Ethnochoreological Study on the Role of the Empanada Festival Dance in Preserving the Local Identity of the Bataquenos of Batac, Ilocos Norte
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, Phrases like “strong desire remains to maintain core traditional elements” and “expressing daily life, courtship, community unity, and Ilocano pride” could be slightly condensed or merged for efficiency.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are generally sufficient, relevant, and fairly recent, particularly for a cultural and qualitative study focusing on festival dance, identity, and heritage preservation. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper presents a valuable and timely exploration of the Empanada Festival in Batac, Ilocos Norte, offering deep insight into how traditional dance practices reflect and preserve the cultural identity of the Bataqueños. The inclusion of local voices and community perspectives strengthens the authenticity of the research.  The manuscript is well-organized, with a clear progression from introduction to conclusion. Each section logically supports the research objectives and offers focused thematic analysis of dance movements, evolution, challenges, and preservation. While mostly clear, the manuscript would benefit from light proofreading to improve sentence structure, tense consistency, and academic tone in some areas.
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