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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript titled "Herbal Medicine Utilization and Its Implications for Maternal Health: Evidence from Pregnant Women in Rural Ghana" is a valuable contribution to the scientific community. It adds to the growing body of research on traditional medicine practices and their impact on maternal health outcomes, especially in underserved rural areas. By examining how pregnant women use herbal medicine, the study provides insights for culturally sensitive health interventions and policy frameworks designed to enhance maternal care. Additionally, it emphasizes the importance of integrating indigenous knowledge while ensuring that maternal health services are both safe and effective.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title, "Herbal Medicine Utilization and Its Implications for Maternal Health: Evidence from Pregnant Women in Rural Ghana," is quite clear and informative. It does a great job of highlighting the study's focus on the use of herbal medicine and its impact on maternal health in a specific area. That said, a few tweaks could enhance its clarity and overall impact. Therefore, the suggested Alternative Title is:
"Herbal Medicine Use Among Pregnant Women in Rural Ghana: Implications for Maternal Health and Healthcare Integration"

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is quite thorough and well-organized, touching on the background, methods, results, and conclusion. Still, a few tweaks could really boost its clarity, precision, and scientific integrity. Here are some suggested improvements:

Clarify Study Design and Sampling:

It would be helpful to specify the sampling technique used (like convenience, random, or purposive) to enhance the transparency of the methodology.

Refine Statistical Reporting:

Adding confidence intervals (CIs) alongside adjusted odds ratios (AORs) would give a more complete view of statistical significance and precision.

Expand on Herbal Remedies:

A brief note on whether these herbs were self-prepared, bought commercially, or recommended by traditional healers would help contextualize their usage.

Strengthen the Conclusion:

Consider including a sentence about the potential risks or gaps in clinical evidence regarding the safety of these herbs during pregnancy.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is fundamentally solid in its scientific structure and methodology. That said, there are a few areas that could use some polishing to boost its scientific rigor and clarity:

Sampling Technique: The abstract lacks details on how participants were chosen, which can impact the study's reproducibility and generalizability.

Confidence Intervals: Adding 95% confidence intervals alongside adjusted odds ratios would enhance the statistical reporting.

Herbal Product Details: Providing more information about the dosage, preparation, and sourcing of the herbal remedies would make the findings clearer and improve safety assessments.

Overall, while the manuscript is scientifically valid in its design and analysis, it could greatly benefit from greater methodological transparency and contextual details to fully align with academic standards. These enhancements would also bolster its relevance in policy-making and clinical practice.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language quality of this article is suitable for scholarly communications
	

	Optional/General comments


	With those little adjustments I have made above, the manuscript could be ready for publication
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