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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research area is highly significant as it provides basic data on toxic metal accumulation in surface water of four study sites (Egbeada, Alvan/Fmc, Umezuruike Hospital, and Akanchawa sampling point) in Nworie River, Owerri Imo State South East Nigeria, a vital aquatic ecosystem, aiding in public health significance and pollution control strategies, guiding policymakers, and supporting sustainable management of aquatic resources in the region.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title should be modified as
(Concentration of toxic heavy metals in surface water from the Nworie River in Owerri, Imo State, South East Nigeria, with implications for public health)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract has sufficiently addressed the research summary and the scope of future studies adequately.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The contribution to the discipline is quite good, because the study provides the concentration of heavy metals in the water of Nworie River, Owerri Imo State South East Nigeria significantly and the highlights the areas where immediate attention required by the manager, researcher and policy makers. The research paper is adequate and relevant with the title of the paper which reflects the originality of the works. The results section is sufficient, but the text's discussion portion needs to be strengthened by consulting at least five recent relevant references. The author is asked to make a conclusion at least in two paragraphs highlighting the ecological, cultural, and public health constraints of toxic heavy metals specially the high levels of mercury, arsenic, chromium, and lead while succinctly outlining the advantages of the inquiry. Their ranges in mg/l, making them valuable assets for public health significance to manage aquatic resources and taking precaution for control measures. 

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The literature has been sufficiently examined, the research paper is well written but there is need to incorporate recent relevant references under discussion section, the presentation is clear and concise, the language is acceptable, the approach is transparent and verifiable, and the table, and picture are provided accurately.

Several of the following references are not cited in the main text, including:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2019). Irritation from swimming pool disinfection by-products and pool water acidity. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 55(30), 800-802.

Wangboje, O. M. & Ikhuabe, A. J. (2015). Heavy metal content in fish and water from River Niger at Ageneode, Edo State, Nigeria. African journal of environmental science and technology
Reference number cited in the text should be incorporated in list of references.

Regarding journal`s name as per standard norms, volume, issues, and page number, the following sources are not full. Please carefully review it and make the necessary corrections before incorporating it into the current manuscript.

Oluyemi, E. A., Adekunle, A. A., Adenuga & Makinde, W. O. (2010). Physic-chemical properties and heavy metal content of water sources in ife north local government area of osun state, Nigeria. African journal of environmental science and technology

World Health Organization (2017). Guidelines for Drinking-Water Quality. Geneva: World Health Organization. 

World Health Organization (2019). Guidelines for drinking-water quality. Fourth edition.

APHA (2017) reference should be incorporated in the text.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear and intelligible, with the exception of a few spelling errors. However, in order to obtain research articles publication, a minor edition might be required regarding punctuation marks and spelling of some words.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Minor revision,
The paper is accepted for publication with minor revision, hence need to be corrected.
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