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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· This manuscript is important for the scientific community as it provides a comprehensive review of the interlinked issues of rural energy poverty, deforestation, and sustainable development in Nigeria, situating them within broader systemic and governance challenges. 

· By highlighting the policy-implementation gaps and historical drivers of these crises, the study advances understanding beyond resource scarcity, offering a nuanced perspective on the root causes of environmental and developmental constraints. Its emphasis on clean energy transitions and community-driven forest management provides actionable pathways with global relevance for similar contexts in the Global South. 

· Ultimately, the findings enrich ongoing debates on sustainability, equity, and climate resilience, while supporting the achievement of multiple Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is clear and descriptive, but it is somewhat long and could be made more concise while still reflecting the scope of the paper.
· “Rural Energy Poverty, Deforestation, and Sustainable Development in Nigeria: Interconnected Challenges and Policy Pathways”

· “Energy Poverty and Deforestation in Nigeria: Implications for Sustainable Development”

· “Systemic Links Between Rural Energy Poverty, Deforestation, and Sustainability in Nigeria”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is already strong — it clearly identifies the problem (rural energy poverty, deforestation, and sustainable development), explains their interlinkages, highlights systemic challenges, and points toward potential solutions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically sound and correct in its framing. It identifies clear causal links between rural energy poverty, dependence on biomass, deforestation, and their consequences for climate, health, and socio-economic stability. The discussion of systemic issues—such as governance failures, policy-implementation gaps, and historical factors—adds depth and reflects established findings in the literature on energy access and sustainability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Reference list is fairly strong, recent, and diverse, covering studies from 2018–2025, which shows the manuscript is grounded in current research. You have included peer-reviewed journal articles, FAO reports, case studies, and region-specific literature, which provides good academic depth and practical relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language/English quality of the article is generally suitable for scholarly communication, but it could benefit from refinement for clarity, conciseness, and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the manuscript is a valuable contribution to the literature on energy poverty and environmental sustainability, and with revisions, it will be suitable for publication.
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