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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript contributes to the growing discussions on energy, environment and sustainable development discussion nexus in SSA and Nigeria. It presents an overview of the interconnected challenges affecting rural communities. The manuscript also integrates socio-economic, environmental and institutional frameworks in energy poverty and development discussion.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is descriptive and reflects academic discussion on interconnected relationship between energy poverty and development in Nigeria.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is concise and comprehensive. It encompasses the problem, systemic governance failures and policy pathways. However, it lacks clarity in methodology and contribution to literature. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript provides a logical causal link between rural energy poverty, deforestation, climate change and development. It also highlights the role of governance and need for deliberate actions for clean energy transition, even in rural communities. The manuscript can improve on the work by providing evidence/empirical studies to support claims like the scale of deforestation, health impacts and policy failures. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant to the study. It is important to demonstrate extensive review of recent and foundational literature in the field of study. The manuscript can engage with additional recent and relevant literature. In addition, the tables in the manuscript are not referenced. 

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language in English, is of good quality and suitable for scholarly communication. The author(s) can consider shortening some unnecessarily too long sentences, and ensure consistent use of tense.
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