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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a highly relevant and contemporary issue in the domain of digital banking and cybercrime, particularly within the context of developing economies. As digital transformation accelerates across African countries such as Nigeria, often outpacing cybersecurity infrastructure, the study provides valuable empirical insights into the risks associated with this shift. It fills an important gap in the literature on the link between digitalization and cybercrime in emerging markets and offers practical policy recommendations that are directly useful to policymakers, financial institutions, and cybersecurity stakeholders.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes. The title clearly reflects the content of the paper and accurately specifies the main variables and geographical scope of the study. No changes are needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. The abstract effectively summarizes the purpose, methodology, key findings, and implications of the study. However, I suggest explicitly mentioning the use of instrumental variable (IV) techniques in the abstract, as this adds credibility to the causal interpretation of the results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is methodologically sound and scientifically robust. The use of panel data, instrumental variables, fixed effects, and difference-in-differences models demonstrates high rigor. The theoretical frameworks are well integrated, and the empirical strategy is appropriate for addressing endogeneity concerns.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. The references are comprehensive, up-to-date, and include both academic studies and industry reports. Sources span from 2019 to 2025, ensuring the inclusion of the most recent findings and policy developments.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. The manuscript is well-written, with clear academic English, proper grammar, and a professional tone. The language meets the standards of international scholarly publishing.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-structured and makes a valuable contribution to the literature. The inclusion of sub-national and urban–rural variation adds significant depth to the analysis. For future research, the authors might consider incorporating household-level data or qualitative insights such as interviews with cybersecurity professionals to further enrich the findings.
The manuscript is scientifically rigorous, methodologically robust, and highly relevant to current digital and cybersecurity challenges in emerging economies. The only minor recommendation pertains to enhancing the abstract with a brief mention of the econometric technique (IV). 
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