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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant value for the scientific community as it provides empirical evidence on the effectiveness of integrated nutrient management (INM) practices in enhancing the growth, yield, and economic returns of chilli cultivation under real farm conditions. 

It contributes to sustainable agriculture by promoting the combined use of organic manures, biofertilizers, and chemical fertilizers. 

The study highlights the role of INM in enhancing soil health and improving nutrient use efficiency, which is crucial for maintaining long-term productivity. 

It addresses a critical yield gap in tribal-dominated regions, such as Kandhamal, Odisha, where traditional practices prevail. 

The findings can serve as a practical guide for agronomists, extension workers, and policymakers aiming to enhance chilli production in similar agro-climatic zones.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggested Alternative Titles:

1. "Influence of Integrated Nutrient Management on Growth, Yield, and Economics of Chilli (Capsicum annuum L.) in Kandhamal, Odisha"

2. "Integrated Nutrient Management for Enhancing Chilli (Capsicum annuum L.) Productivity and Profitability in Kandhamal District of Odisha"


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract (Revised and Condensed):
A field experiment was conducted during Kharif 2021 in Kandhamal district of Odisha to evaluate the impact of integrated nutrient management (INM) practices on the growth, yield, and economics of chilli (Capsicum annuum L.). 

The study, laid out in a Randomized Block Design with four treatments and five replications, compared farmers’ practices with soil test-based NPK application combined with FYM, vermicompost, and biofertilizers. Results revealed that the combined application of soil test-based NPK, vermicompost @ 5 t ha⁻¹, and biofertilizers (T4) significantly enhanced plant height (79.4 cm), number of fruits per plant (96.3), and green chilli yield (126.4 q ha⁻¹), along with the highest net return (₹2,95,300) and B: C ratio (1:4.0). Growth and yield parameters consistently improved across T2 to T4, compared to farmer’s practice (T1). 

These findings indicate that INM, particularly the inclusion of biofertilizers and vermicompost, can significantly boost chilli productivity and profitability under the agro-climatic conditions of Kandhamal.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. It is based on sound methodology, appropriate field trials, and statistically validated results. 

The study contributes to the understanding of how INM can improve chilli production in a tribal district of Odisha and has practical implications for sustainable agriculture.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are relevant but not fully sufficient or properly formatted. While recent sources up to 2023 are cited, some are incomplete (e.g., "Anonymous, 2025") and rely on grey literature. To strengthen the paper, include more recent peer-reviewed articles (2020–2023) on integrated nutrient management, biofertilizers, and vermicompost.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable but needs improvement for scholarly publication. It contains grammatical errors, repetition, and long sentences that reduce clarity. Editing for conciseness, proper tense, and academic tone is recommended to meet publication standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript presents a well-structured and timely study on the impact of integrated nutrient management (INM) on the growth, yield, and economics of chilli cultivation in a tribal region of Odisha. The experimental design is appropriate, the data are comprehensive, and the findings are relevant for sustainable agriculture and improved farm productivity.

However, the manuscript would benefit from language polishing, clearer formatting of references, and minor revisions to improve clarity and conciseness. Strengthening the discussion with a few more recent peer-reviewed references would further enhance its scientific value. 

Overall, it is a valuable contribution to regional agronomic research and could be considered for publication after revision.
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