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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides crucial insights into the occupational health and safety behaviors of apple growers in the Kashmir Valley, a region with significant horticultural activity. By highlighting the low compliance with recommended PPE use and unsafe pesticide handling practices, it emphasizes an urgent public health concern in a vulnerable agricultural community. The study identifies key socio-demographic factors influencing safety behavior, offering valuable guidance for targeted interventions. Its findings contribute to the broader scientific discourse on agricultural bio-safety, and can inform policy-making, awareness campaigns, and training programs aimed at minimizing pesticide exposure risks among farmers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Use and Safety Practices against Occupational Pesticides Exposure among Apple Growers of Kashmir Valley" —
is informative and conveys the core theme of the study. However, it is slightly lengthy and could be refined for clarity and conciseness while retaining key elements.

Suggested Alternative Titles:

1. "Safety Practices and PPE Use Among Apple Growers Exposed to Pesticides in Kashmir Valley"

2. "Assessment of PPE Usage and Pesticide Safety Measures Among Apple Farmers in Kashmir"

3. "Occupational Exposure to Pesticides: PPE Use and Safety Behaviors Among Kashmir’s Apple Growers"


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is quite informative and covers the essential aspects of the study, including the problem statement, objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusion/recommendations. However, for clarity, conciseness, and scientific polish, some refinements are recommended. Here’s a detailed evaluation along with specific suggestions:
Suggestions for Improvement:

1. Sentence Structure and Clarity:

Some sentences are lengthy or awkward. They can be broken into simpler, more concise statements.

Replace general words like “poor and unsafe” with more specific terms like “non-compliance with safety guidelines.”

2. Data Overload in Abstract:

Specific figures (like exact percentages for every PPE item or pesticide consumption in tons) can be moved to the results section. Only key statistics should be kept in the abstract.

3. Add Purpose/Objective More Clearly:

Clearly state the main objective in a dedicated sentence — e.g., “This study aimed to assess the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) and pesticide safety practices among apple growers in Baramulla, Kashmir.”

4. Better Transition to Recommendations:

The final part should include a concise conclusion before launching into recommendations.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct overall, but a few refinements are needed to enhance its clarity, structure, and scientific rigor. Here's an evaluation of the manuscript’s scientific soundness, along with specific feedback:


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references cited in the manuscript are relevant and support the scientific basis of the study. They include both national and international sources that reflect the importance of pesticide use in agriculture and its health impacts. The references, such as those by Tudi et al. (2017), Sharma et al. (2019), Pimentel (2005), and Zhang et al. (2011), are appropriate and form a solid foundation for the research context. Additionally, data from government reports (Anonymous, 2023a and 2023b) and regional studies (e.g., Baba et al., 2017) are very pertinent to the study's location and scope.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the article is generally understandable and conveys the key ideas. However, it requires moderate revision to meet the standards of scholarly communication. The manuscript contains several grammatical issues, awkward phrasings, and redundant expressions that can affect clarity, flow, and professional tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-conceived and timely study that addresses a critical occupational health issue among apple growers in the Kashmir Valley. The manuscript is based on a substantial dataset and uses appropriate methodology, including random sampling and statistical analysis. The findings are relevant for policymakers, extension workers, and public health officials, especially in the context of improving pesticide safety and training programs. With moderate revisions to language, clarification of objectives, and a strengthened discussion section, this manuscript has strong potential for publication and real-world impact. The authors are encouraged to consider the suggested refinements to enhance the scientific rigor and communication quality of their work.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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