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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study makes a valuable contribution to understanding the performance of various rice genotypes under non-saline, non-sodic, and slightly saline soil conditions in Taita Taveta County. The findings are relevant for developing strategies to improve rice productivity in semi-arid environments and can serve as a reference for farmers, researchers, and policymakers. Moreover, the field data provided create opportunities for further research on varietal adaptation to marginal soil conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is relevant, clear, and informative. No changes are necessary
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract includes background, objectives, methodology, main results, and conclusions. However, it would be beneficial to provide more specific details on the measured parameters and their significance so that readers can gain a more comprehensive methodological overview.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is based on an appropriate experimental design and employs suitable statistical analyses. The interpretation of results supports the conclusions, although the explanation of genotype × environment interaction could be elaborated to strengthen the discussion.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and include recent literature. However, adding more studies from the last five years on rice adaptation to low-salinity soils in sub-Saharan Africa would further enhance the manuscript’s relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language is adequate for scientific communication, though some sentences could be simplified to improve clarity.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a practical and application-oriented study. The discussion section could be enriched by comparing the findings with similar research conducted in other agro-ecological zones.
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