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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study is well-structured with a clear aim: identifying key yield-contributing traits in muskmelon using correlation and path analysis.

The manuscript is generally clear but could benefit from tightening the prose to improve readability.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but could be more concise. Consider reducing background detail and focusing on key findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Tables are rich in detail but visually dense. The correlation matrices could be simplified or split for clarity.

Significance levels are marked but not consistently explained in the table captions.

Suggestion: Use color coding or bolding for significant values, and clarify symbols (*, **) in captions.

A path diagram showing direct and indirect effects would greatly enhance comprehension for breeders and researchers.

Consider briefly discussing how these findings align with or differ from global muskmelon breeding efforts, especially in similar agro-climatic zones.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Some references lack complete details (e.g., Naaz et al., 2022 missing page numbers).

Inconsistent citation styles (e.g., some journal names italicized, others not).

Suggestion: Standardize references using a citation manager or journal-specific style guide.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Some sentences are overly long or repetitive (e.g., repeated emphasis on trait importance across sections).

Suggestion: Use concise, active voice and avoid redundancy. Example:

"Fruit yield per vine was positively correlated with vine length, node count, and fruit weight" instead of "Fruit yield per vine exhibited significant positive correlation with vine length, number of nodes per vine..."
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a technically sound and well-executed study with strong relevance to muskmelon breeding. With minor editorial refinements and improved data visualization, it would be highly suitable for publication in your journal.
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