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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Manuscript contributes significantly to rice improvement programs by identifying key yield, yield-contributing, and quality traits with high genetic variability, heritability, and genetic advance. It provides valuable insights into traits governed by additive gene action, aiding in effective selection strategies for rice breeding. The study also highlights the potential of underutilized genotypes in the northwestern Himalayan conditions, offering a foundation for targeted varietal development. These findings are especially relevant for crop improvement under specific agro-ecological zones, contributing to food security and genetic resource conservation.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title accurately reflects the content and scope of the study. While suggestion (“Genetic Parameters of Yield and Quality Traits in Rice under Northwestern Himalayan Conditions”)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is generally comprehensive and summarizes the objectives, methodology, major results, and conclusions.
However, minor improvements can enhance clarity:

· Consider briefly stating the implications of identifying traits with high heritability and genetic advance in the final sentence of the abstract.

· The list of all 16 traits can be condensed for readability or shifted to the methods section.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The current manuscript is scientifically sound and well-structured. The statistical methods used for estimating genetic parameters such as PCV, GCV, heritability, and genetic advance are appropriate and cited correctly. Results are interpreted logically with relevant references, and conclusions are drawn appropriately from the data.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, mostly recent (2015–2025), and relevant to the study. Here are some suggestions i-e

· Consider including more international references on genetic advance and variability to broaden the scope beyond Indian rice varieties.

· Recent references from journals like Euphytica, Crop Science, or Theoretical and Applied Genetics can add further depth.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in acceptable academic English. However, minor grammatical revisions and word optimizations can enhance readability (e.g., reducing repetition, improving flow in methods and abstract). But overall, the language is clear and understandable.
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