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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides critical insights into the role of balanced nutrient management in improving the yield and quality of custard apple (Annona squamosa L.), a valuable fruit crop in arid and semi-arid regions. 

The research emphasizes the importance of nutrient scheduling at different crop growth stages, which can significantly enhance fruit set, pulp content, and overall productivity. 

The results support integrated nutrient application involving both organic and inorganic sources, offering a sustainable model for orchard management. 

These findings can be utilized by horticulturists, researchers, and farmers to optimize fertilizer use efficiency and maintain long-term soil health in custard apple cultivation systems.

Let me know if you'd like this section expanded into a full discussion and conclusion with references to other studies.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggested Improved Titles:

1. Optimizing Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Potassium Levels for Enhanced Yield and Quality of Custard Apple (Annona squamosa L.)

2. Effect of Split Applications of NPK on Yield and Fruit Quality of Custard Apple (Annona squamosa L.)


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, covering objectives, methodology, treatments, and key findings. However, it can be improved by clarifying the experimental design and avoiding overly detailed fertilizer schedules in this section. 

Summarizing key quantitative outcomes (e.g., % yield increase) would strengthen the impact. Also, consider rephrasing for clarity and flow to enhance readability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct in terms of its objectives, methodology, and interpretation of results. The experimental design (Factorial Randomized Block Design), nutrient treatments, and evaluation parameters are appropriate and relevant for horticultural research.

 However, minor revisions in grammar, sentence structure, and clarity would enhance scientific communication. Including statistical analysis details and comparisons with previous studies would further strengthen its scientific rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references currently cited in the manuscript are limited and somewhat outdated, with the most recent being from 1997. To strengthen the scientific foundation and relevance of the study, it is recommended to include more recent references (preferably from the last 10 years) that address nutrient management, custard apple cultivation, or integrated fertilizer use in fruit crops.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the article conveys the scientific content but requires improvement for scholarly communication. Several sentences are grammatically incorrect or awkwardly structured, affecting clarity and readability.

 Refining sentence construction, removing redundancies, and using consistent scientific terminology will enhance professionalism. A thorough language edit is recommended to meet academic publishing standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript addresses an important aspect of sustainable fruit production by evaluating the effect of varying NPK fertilizer levels and application timings on the yield and quality of custard apple (Annona squamosa L.). 

The experimental design is appropriate, and the study is methodologically sound, with practical implications for horticulturists and fruit growers. 

However, the manuscript would benefit from improvements in language clarity, updated references, and a more concise presentation of results, especially in the abstract. With minor revisions, the work has good potential for contribution to the field of horticultural science.
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