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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript has potential for being important in salinity stress alleviation but as the investigation is limited to laboratory/ ‘in vitro’ experiment, further trials in field condition are needed to validate these findings and acclaim broader recommendations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the approach is scientifically correct though some queries are to be clarified that has been put in the general comments section.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and recent. The followings needed to be corrected:
· References of Yahia et al., 2023 and Contreras-Corenjo et al., 2009 have been used in the text but are missing in the reference section,
· Reference of 20.
Yasmeen R, & Siddiqui, ZS. 2018 has been spelled incorrectly as ‘Yammen’ in text.

· In the references of -Contreras-Corenjo et al., 2009, Arabidopsis has been written as Aradopsis.
· Reference of 17.
Othman, Y. A., Hani, M. B., Ayad, J. Y., & St Hilaire, R. (2023) to be checked in the text.

· Scientific names in the reference section are to be italisized.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, it is well written.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· What concentrations of the microbial cultures have been used for seed treatment?
· Is only the dipping in the microbial suspension sufficient for microbial penetration and establishment? No sticking material is necessary?

· Is it sure, the beneficial microorganisms can penetrate the citrus seed-coat so easy? Please cite reference.

· Either Table or Graph can be considered. Use of both for same result making the manuscript clumsy.
· Investigation only limited to a single time laboratory/ ‘in vitro’ experiment is too early to be treated as a full-length paper. Further trials in field condition or at least in green-house condition are needed to validate these findings. The manuscript can be published as short communication after clarifying the reviewers’ queries.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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