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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· The manuscript addresses a critical public health issue,

· It contributes to the growing body of knowledge on youth substance use in sub-saharan Africa, offering context-specific data that can guide school-based interventions, public health strategies, and policymaking. 

· The research has strong relevance for education authorities, healthcare providers, and community leaders.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate, clear, and informative. It accurately reflects the study’s content, population, and geographical scope.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The outlines the background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusion succinctly, but its too lengthy, ideal abstract should be between 200-250 words, this are over 300. Reduce please
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is scientifically sound and methodologically rigorous
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	 References are generally sufficient, recent, and relevant. Citations span the last five years and include WHO reports, systematic reviews, and regional studies. A few more African-specific studies could further enhance the context.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in clear, scholarly English
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is of high impact and timely, its need minor corrections to be made to make it academically rigorous
· You should reduce the abstract to ≤250 words

· Use a funnel approach in your introduction: Global → National → Local → Justification.

· In methodology, describe handling of missing data, mention data validation/cleaning steps, Provide more detail on pretesting and questionnaire validation. No reference number attach to ethical approval. 

· Tables are comprehensive but could be reduced or moved to appendices to streamline the main text.

· In your discussion, reorganize into standard structure: Summary → Comparison → Explanation → Implications → Limitations → Generalizability.

· Minor-To-Moderate Revision Required
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