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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it provides new evidence that low levels of vaginal Lactobacilli are linked to abnormal cervical cell changes in women with HPV in Niger State.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and appropriately describes what the article is about. It clearly states the major factors (vaginal Lactobacilli, cervical cytological results, HPV infection) and the study population and location.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Background/Rationale: Briefly explain why HPV is important and how vaginal Lactobacilli could help keep the cervix healthy, especially in Nigeria. 
Objectives: Clearly state the goal of assessing the correlation between vaginal Lactobacilli levels and cervical cytological outcomes in HPV-positive women. 
Methods: Summarize the study design, including how samples were collected, how cytological assessments were done, how Lactobacilli levels were measured, and how the data were analyzed. 
Results: Emphasize the principal findings, including the percentage of women exhibiting cytological abnormalities and the notable correlation between Lactobacilli levels and abnormal cytology. 
Conclusions/Implications: Discuss the importance of these results for screening and preventive methods, and propose the possible benefits of incorporating microbiome evaluation into cervical cancer screening initiatives.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The methodology: 
PAPS Procedure: The author hasn't explained the procedure for taking a Pap smear and its interpretation. The researcher only notes that the sample is taken only from the lateral vaginal wall, but Pap smear cytology should be taken from the cervical canal.
HPV PCR Procedure: The author hasn’t explained How the PCR method is carried out

The results: Emphasize the principal findings, including the percentage of women exhibiting cytological abnormalities and the notable correlation between Lactobacilli levels and abnormal cytology.
The conclusions are well-supported by the data and point to useful implications for future research and screening. In general, the text shows that the investigation was done and the results were interpreted in a scientifically sound way.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are mostly current and scientifically sound. However, adding recent meta-analyses or population-based studies from 2023 to 2025, as well as any new epidemiological data or major review articles on the vaginal microbiome and HPV interactions, would make the manuscript even stronger and more impactful.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript's language and English are generally good enough for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, formal, and follows the rules of scientific English, like using precise language, logical arrangement, and a professional tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The topic is highly relevant to public health in low-resource settings and addresses a notable research gap concerning the interplay between vaginal microbiota and HPV-related cervical abnormalities in Nigerian women.
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