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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The current manuscript provides important insight into the possibility of transfusing blood contaminated with high levels of Lead putting recipients of such blood at risk of the toxic effects of lead. The findings provides a solid basis that could inform policy and practice especially in regards to heavy metal toxicities through blood transfusions, providing a sound suggestion of including heavy metal screening in routine blood donor screening.
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	1. The statement “However, limited infrastructure often means donor blood is not routinely screened for heavy metal” (in sec 1.0 par 4) it reads as if heavy metal screening is part of routine blood donor screening, only not practices due to limited resources. Consider rewriting
2. Figure 1 legend: (<µg/dl) consider correcting
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	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

None
	


Reviewer details:

Madalitso Mlozen, Malawi Adventist University, Malawi
Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


