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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides valuable epidemiological data on Influenza A among children under five years in Latin America, where such data are scarce. The five-year data on influenza highlights shifting patterns in circulating strains, seasonal patterns, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on influenza transmission, and the ongoing need for targeted surveillance. The findings are helpful for public health planning, vaccination strategies, and resource allocation in Panama and similar tropical settings. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is clear but broad and omits important details like the population studied (children under five), the surveillance-based design, and the focus on circulating strains (H3N2 and H1N1) over a defined time period (2019–2023). 

A more suitable alternative title can be- ‘Epidemiology of Influenza A Among Children Under Five Years in David-Chiriqui, Panama: A Five-Year Surveillance Study’

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides background and highlights the predominance of the H3N2 strain; but it lacks clarity on the study's objective, sample size, study design and the outcome. Key data such as positivity rates or seasonal trends are missing. 

I recommend including the aim, brief methodology, major findings, and a stronger conclusion to make the abstract more comprehensive. In keywords, additional terms like - pediatrics, surveillance or Panama may improve visibility.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound, with appropriate methodology, relevant references, and well-supported conclusions. The data and analysis are robust, and the findings are consistent with global trends. Minor clarifications may enhance clarity, but overall, the study is scientifically credible.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and include both foundational and recent studies (up to 2024), covering global, regional, and local perspectives on influenza A epidemiology. However, adding one or two more regional studies or WHO/PAHO surveillance data from Latin America (if available) would strengthen the contextual background.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear, well-structured, and suitable for scholarly communication.

	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-conducted study addressing an important public health topic in a region with limited data. The manuscript is informative and contributes valuable insights to influenza surveillance in young children.
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