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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript offers significant baseline information on prevalence and distribution of seed-borne funi on sunflower varieties grown in Nigeria-where the information is scarce now. Monitoring the fungal contamination in the oil seed crops has social relevance to agricultural productivity and health of people due to the identification of pathogen and mycotoxigenic fungi like Fusarium oxysporum and Aspergillus flavus. 
The results aid in expanding the information on seed health and post-harvest safety within tropical settings, and especially the developing world. In that regard, the research contributes to the future investigation of fungal ecology, methods of seed treatment, and policy formulation related to food safety.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title used is overall descriptive and informative, but the current title is clear in this case, entitled, Occurrence of Seed-Borne Fungi in Selected Varieties of Sunflower (Helianthus annuus) in Abuja, Nigeria. It is a true representation of what the study entails as far as scope (fungi that are seed-borne), subject (some varieties of sunflower), and location (Abuja, Nigeria). “Characterization of Seed-Borne Fungi on Sunflower (Helianthus annuus) varieties in Abuja, Nigeria: Implication to Crop health and Food safety”.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract of the article in most cases provides the objective, methods, key findings and the conclusion. Nonetheless, it is possible to refine it in terms of understanding, scientific writing style, and comprehensiveness. The following are some recommendations: 

1. Proper threshold cut off: Putting instead of P 0.5. The new statistics should say P 0.05. 

2. Enhance flow: Rephrase, "It was demonstrated that major fungal species that were determined at 3DAI were... The predominant fungal species that were determined at 3 days after incubation (3DAI) were Aspergillus flavus (6.8 per cent), Aspergillus niger (33.2 per cent), Fusarium oxysporum (54.4 per cent) and Penicillium chrysogenum (5.6 per cent). 
3. Explain relevance: Add that the fungi are associated with mycotoxin pitch to food safety and health of the population. Delete repetition: 
4. Delete or transfer to the Methods section, data were subjected to ANOVA.
Here is my revised version:

The results of a study on seed-borne fungi in five varieties of sunflower (Helianthus annuus) grown at (Abuja) in Nigeria. Samples were inoculated in Sabouraud Dextrose Agar where four varieties of improved seeds (SAMSUN1-4) and one of local variety (SKYSCRAPER) were plated and incubated to isolate colonies at temperature of 28 o C with duration of 5-7 days. The morphological identification of fungal isolates was performed, and the percentage of their presence was determined. At the 3 days after incubation (3DAI) there was prevalence of Fusarium oxysporum (54.4%), Aspergillus niger (33.2%), Aspergillus flavus (6.8%) and Penicillium chrysogenum (5.6%). Notably, it is also worth noticing that F. oxysporum and A. niger showed a growth of 5DAI. Sunflower contains a great quantity of A. alternata (aflatoxigenic fungi and A. flavus (mycotoxigenic fungi) seeds. These observations validate the fact that an improved seed treatment, seed storage and fungal surveillance are the aspects that can be deployed to increase agricultural productivity and food safety.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, it is sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, it is generally adequate
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript covers a timely and less discussed seed pathology and food safety issue in sub-Saharnan Africa, that is, the presence of seed borne fungi in variety sunflower in Nigeria. These results are valuable preliminary information that may be applied in seed health surveillance, postharvest handling of the produce, and subsequent studies on mycotoxin contamination. 

The manuscript can be improved, however, by ensuring a better presentation of information (particularly tabulated information) and analysis of how the presence of fungi is relevant on the larger scale of agriculture and health. It is highly recommended to add molecu diagnostic methods into further work to unveil potential mistakes of species identification and verify species as pathogenic or having potential of mycotoxins production. 

Generally, the research can be of great value to the subjects involved in crop protection in the region and can be used as a source of knowledge by farmers, scientists and authorities in the field of agriculture and health of the population.
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