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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents a rare and clinically significant case of lead-paint pica in an adolescent without underlying psychiatric or developmental disorders, highlighting an often-overlooked cause of lead toxicity. By detailing the diagnostic workup, multidisciplinary management, and underlying nutritional and environmental contributors, it enriches the current understanding of pica and its serious medical consequences. The case emphasizes the importance of early recognition and intervention to prevent long-term neurocognitive and physiological complications. It provides valuable insights for clinicians, public health professionals, and researchers into the broader implications of environmental lead exposure and the complex interplay between nutritional deficiencies and behavioral health.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, It is clear and descriptive
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract mentions chelation therapy and psychiatric evaluation but doesn’t clearly describe the outcome or follow-up recommendations.
Include key diagnostic markers like blood lead levels, presence of Burton lines, and radiographic findings in brief.

The phrase “chronic ingestion of lead-based paint, consistent with a diagnosis of pica” is repetitive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct overall and presents a medically sound and well-documented case. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. References are sufficient
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Some sentences are long or repetitive, which affects readability.

· Example:

“...chronic ingestion of lead-based paint, consistent with a diagnosis of pica.”
— The phrase "consistent with a diagnosis of pica" is repetitive given the context.

Switches between past and present tense occasionally occur. Clinical descriptions (e.g., symptoms, labs) should be in the past tense, while general statements (e.g., definitions, background info) should be in the present tense.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-documented and clinically valuable case report that brings attention to an uncommon presentation of pica and its serious consequences.
To further enhance the manuscript’s impact:

· Consider including a brief differential diagnosis during the initial presentation to show broader clinical reasoning.

· Adding a flowchart or timeline of the patient’s management could help visualize the sequence of interventions.

· Ensure a full reference list is provided to match in-text citations (e.g., Al Nasser, 2023; Clark et al., 2020).

· A brief discussion of public health implications, such as lead screening in high-risk housing or immigrant populations, may add broader relevance.
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